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CHINESE WRITERS 


5 The Western mind has found the literatured of China 
noe airricuit to understand and*&ppreciate, The elusive quality 
of the Chinese lyrics and the mysticism of Oriental philosophy 
appeal chiefly to a contemplative people, The Western world has 
been too much in a hurry to sympathize with the calm attitude | 
of such teachers as Confucius. In the fifth century B.C. this 


great sage preached moderation and mantatty 4 (0 * this ‘teaching, 
Lord Bacon was a great follower of ie dtdetive philosophy in 
the 16th centuryj with the purpose of showing people how to live 
peaceably with their neighbors. His disciples wrote dowm his say- 
ings, which became the basis for the Chinese classics. Confucius 
also rendered a valuable service to Chinese literature by col- 


lecting the ancient poetry. 


The by cake cena century acs nae of Chinese literature 


are products of the past centuries, Yor they are more eaalfy to 
compan / 
KAN TZE HIN, a writer of Chinese fiction was born in 


China. He came to California when he was about nine years old. 


He wrote only in Chinese, His first and only successful work is 
ae 


4 “ Blossom Time which is written in Chinese. This story describes 
the mode of living and the romances of the third generation 
Chinese in California, | 
NG POON CHEW, a Chinese newspaper editor, was born in 
ae China. He received his yeutesd education in California, and then 


attended 
he etapa of Phttebureh ANENHAB for his-hisher -edu=- 
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Dr.Ng published the first illustrated Chinese weekly in 1899. He 
also established one of the oldest Chinese Daily Newspapers, The 
Chung Sai Yat Po, in San Francisco in 1899, of which he was &he 


managing editor, In 1900 Ke Chinese organizations invited Be eae TTR 


ELBE pee A hb yt Sef PHIM) BP BMT 4 


Reeted. Dr. Ng was invited to this conventiony boeeuee he was one 
fopen osL, 
of the’ well knowm authorities on Chinese sways matters, In 


1905 he wrote his first pe ehe 


aealda with the Chinese Immigration Laws of the United States. He 


in English, ‘The Non-Exelusion which 


wrote another book, "The Treatment of Exempted Classes of Chinese 
Wa 
In America" in 1907. This (3 also written in English. 
PRINCESS DER LING ( Mrs.Thaddeus C. White), author 
was born in China within the Forbidden Gity in Peking. By birth, 
She was @ princess, “he title which she still holds. She came to 
about mine years 
Amer icagafter the outbreak of the Chinese Revdlutionary War. iShe had 
married an attachee of the United States Legation at Peking 7few 
ee after the downfall of the Manchu Dynasty. They came to 


the “tiiree: States about 1920. In 1924 she ee her career as 


ra 
cr PW) Oy # 


a@ writer of Court ‘Lives in China. She is Looked upones, Yxathor ity 
on matters concerning the life, history, and customs of the 
Forbidden City ( where the palace of the Chinese Emperor (t ocated). 
She wrote ‘the following: EooKe: Kow Tow,1929; Old Budha, 1928; 


Lotos petals, 1930; Two Years In the Forbidden City,1924; Imperial 


Incense, 3: Jade and Dragons, 1932; Son of Heaven, 1935; and 


Golden Phoenix,1932. She also contributed the followingy to magazines: 
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Within the Golden City,1929; Pupil of Isadora-Autobiography, 1930; 
Portrait,1930; From Convent to Court,1931; Lustrous Jade, 1931; 
Quiet pa With A Chinese Family, 1930; Forbidden City and Broadway, 
1929; Golden Goddess of Tragedy,1929; Aiy Gate of Kwan Yin, 1931; 
Beyond All Riches,1931; Pu-Yi, The Puppet of Japan,1932; Honorable 
Five Blessings, 1930; ie Ling's Reward, 1933; Kingdom of Swallows, 1935, 

WILLIAM HOY,, a@ newspaper article writer, a reser 
Chinese students, religious, social, and political affairs. He wrote 
in English only. His writings are as follows: (Contributions to 
newspapers, magazines, and monthlies only). Oriental Students in 
America,1933; Materialism By Express,1929; Air Lines Are Multiply- 
ing In Far East; Japan Reaches For Trade of Whole World; China Alive 
To Need of An Adequate Air Force, 1934; Rose of China la book review) 
1935; The Chinese Nationalist Revolutionary Movement (serials), 
1928 to December 1929; Dr. Sun Yat-Sen And Catholic Teachings, 1930; 
Chinese Students In American And Chinese School of San Francisco, 
1934; Chinese In the United States,1934; Chinese Students in the 
Universitkes of America,1932; Chinese in the United States, 1934; 
The Divine Infant, 1932. 

WONG YU FONG's Historical Review of Clonorchiasis (half 
of the bookswas in English) and Chinese—in_the back of the book) 
is a scientific study and analysis of Clonorchiasis with facts 
ans statistics obtained from the U.S. Department of Public Health. 
The purpose of this book was to enlighten the public A Bakes, 
keowbetwe that te sh disease was not prevalent among Chinese im- 


migrants alone, nor was it contagious. 
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MEI TSEH 18 a Chinese writer on the social conditions 
of the Chinese in California. His books are written in Chinese 
and printed in China, " Are California Born Chinese Enjoying 
Their Social Freedom m Through Their Citizenship By Birth? No." 
"Are California Born Chinese Good American Citizens?" 

G., SUN, a newspaper article writer,is a Californian by 
adoption. He was born in China and came to America when he was 
about 19 years old, His Chinese article, "Morale of Chinese Youths" 
is about the social conditiong of the second generation Chinese 
in California. 

SUI NGOR is also a newspaper article writer, His articles 
are mostly of political nature, They are asefollows: Aviation And 
eronss In China; The World's Attigude Towards Janan's Rapid Invasian 
of Chinese Territories, South of the Great Walls The Nationalistic 
Spirits of A People (Chinese); Unconstitutionality of the NRA; 


CHINGWAH LEE, born in San Francisco, is an Internationalist, 


& museum anthropologist, and a writ “‘Nociological and philoso- 


phical subjectss His works are all/ magazine contributions. They are 


as follows: Things Chinese; Sports Gnd Civilization; The Second 
Generation of the Chinese; Philosophical Essays; Chinatown- A survey; 
Education and Progress; Origin of The Chinese; Effective Studying; 

A Firm Economic Foundation; You Can't Beat Ability; The Mechanism 

of Progress; Trend In The Changfing Chinese Language; The Second 
Genenation Chinese-Americans; The Price of Progress; The Merit 


of Camping. These were written in English, | 
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_ M.CHUEN is a Wievioriwinen"e affairs in China, His 
book, "Women's Part As Spies In China” was written in California 
and wes printed in China in Chinese, It deals with the historical 
background of Chinese women who served their government as spies 

LI MAL A Po 7? ‘a TS he 
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in time of war, ne, 


MOY WAH JUNG, a teacher of mathematics in a Chinese 


high school in China, came to California in 1917 for the purpose 
of earning a living. Six months after his arrival in San Frencisco, 


he pe ee acer head way as teacher in mathematics. So he gave 
up teaching and spent most of his time in research work on mathema- 
tics, As a teacher he failed but he became successful as a discoverer 
of new equations. So in 1918 he wrote a book in "New System of 
Differential Equations", in Chinese with illustrations using Arabic 
numerals and had it published in China. He presented a copy of 

it to the U.S,Library of Congress at Washington. One of the large 
American book publishers offered to buy the copyright of his book, 
but he did not accept it. The Library of Congress has the only 

copy of his book in the United States, 

JOW HAYE DEW, a Chinese newspaper writer, came to San 


_ 


‘Francisco in 1907 on business. While he was here he also studied 


the economic conditions of the Chinese after the earthquake. He 
Spent two years here, while he Was here he wrote this book in 
Chinese, "The Chinese Situation After The San Francisco Earthquake, 
and had it published in China in 1918. 

| LUM JENG, a law student and interpreter,was born in San 


Francisco, When he was twenty-one years old he took a trip back 


LATER 


to China to study Chinese, Five years ater ,he returned to America 
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with i nephew who was born in China. When they arrived at the 
port of San Francisco, his nephew was denied admission to America, 
eee ande of his being born in China. According to the immigration 
laws, his nephew had the right to be given permission to enter 
the United States as the son of an American, In spite of this, 

he was barred from this port of entry dued to some technicalities, 
This incidente caused Mr.Lum Jeng to write his book, "The Chinese 
Exclusion Act = California", The book was written in Chinese and 
published in China, The purpose of the book was to shewltine 
inconsistencies of the Immigration Laws towards the Chinese immigrants 
in California, 

TOA. SUKE, a writer of historical subjects came to 
California in 1932 to do some rese#rch work in history coneerning 
California and its Chinese immigrants. He spent most of his times 
travelling through the 01d mining towns and villages of the oldes 
days,where he gathered his datag for this work. He obtained in- 
formationg which no other writers had obbained before. After spend- 
ing one year in California, he went back to China and wrote his 
book, "History of The Chinese in California”. 

ERNEST K. MOY, a newspaper man, an economist and a 
representative of a Banking House in China 


. ) 
in 1929 as the press agent of Mei Lan-Feng, the famous Chinese 


eame to California 
actor and female Sere yO Lie Oe aes While he was handling 
the *QEe arrangement of Met Lan-Feng, he sie the biography 
of the famous actor in English, publ ished, in New York. 

Oa HSU, a student of political science, 


pxae a graduate of, pont enaawe of Southern California. He wrote 


i+ “aS 
Pee book, "Sun Yat-Sen" in English and , Published by the University 
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of Southern California Press as a thesis for his degree. 

DAVID LEE is a graduate of University of California, 
He spent most of his timeg in kts-research work of “Food situ- 
ations in China, Thus, he woiianis book, "Flood Control In 
China", in English in typewritten form as a thesis for his M.A, 
degree. 


CHIH HSIH was a Chinese school teacher in San Francisco 


for over five years. He came to California in 1924, During his 


teaching in the Chinese School he observed carefully the mannerisms 
of the young second generation Chinese. He noticed that many of 
: : the 
these Chinese who were born in America didnot enjoy ery social 
of the 

freedom t+ke St4eHere White men, These se-eatted American-born 
Chinese, as the author called them, were quite familiar with 
the western customs, and less familiar with those of his ancestors. 

e 
arightsof an American Citizen in name only ,but not in 


practices suet as being 7tseriminated, So Ilr.Chih Hsih wrote his 


book, "Second Generation Chinese Without A Country" in Chinese 


th 
They enjoyed 


and, was published in China. i 

" Chinese Citizens In The 01d Gold Mountain was written 
by an American , named MacDougal ( this English name was translated 
into phonetic sound from Chinese ,which may be inaccurate). This 
book was translated H¥ into Chinese by the publisher of the Tai 
Soon Coon Press Co., of China, The words "01d Gold Mountain" 
meant San Francisco, literar@lly fee a Caer th the 
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MAH LIN, an economist wrote "The Economic Condition 
Which 
of California Chinese"in Chinese and was published in China, This 
book deals with the general welfareg of the Chinese in California. 
livelihood 
It emphasizes most -on the li-bikoods of these Chinese. 
1S 

LEE TEUNG & California born Chinese writer who went 
back to China when he was about nine years old. He returned to 
America in 1926 to further his education. He received his M.A. 


in sociology in 1931. In 1932 he Wrote his first book,"the Romaneeg 
of TheSSécond Generation Chinese In California! This books tells 

of the adoption of the western customs by these Chinese of twentgleth 
ftest century. 

SHIH WUN YIE, a newspaper writer of political subjects, 
wrote New Deals Among The Chinese On The Coast"in the Chinese 
Nationalist Daily. 

CHUNG KUN LAI is a free lance writer for, dninese 
newspaper. He wrote "How Can The World's Humanism Be Raised?". 

This article based its facts mostly on the Kellogg's Nine 
Powerg Treaty to outlaw wars, 

DR.JOSEPH LEE, a sociologist wrote for an English 
Magaziney thie abticle, nA ti nintees (Ghinese) Youth Movement”. 
This article deals with the social improvement of tke Chinese 
Youthg. | 

LOW YOU SUN ya newspaper writer on Sociological sub- 
jects wrote " California Chinese Women And The Chinese Society". 


This article deals with the history of the Chinese Women in §o0- 
which 


ciety and the parts, they played. 
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MOY JIN MUN, is one of the oldest Chinese in the 
United States, He came to America when he was about eleven years 
old. He was a merchant by OOD Sees &@ court interpreter by 
profession Wien he was about sixty years old he had served thirty 
fivd ae an interpreter. Of his eighty-five years he spent twenty 
odd years in gold prospecting in California and Nevada, At the 
request of the Ning Yung Benevolent Association, a Chinese 
organization ( one of the oldest organizations in the United 


States) he wrote 4*& an article entitled, "The Origin of 


Chinese Benevolent Associations (Tongs) In carl eae tune. tue 
Association's Annual. This article deals with the history of 
all Chinese organizations in California and the Chinese immi- 
grants, 
SHUI JEE, a newspaper writer of political matters, 
wrote "China's Need of California Born Chinese From The Professional 
Paces As Leaders In Educational Program. 
LEE DON, a writer of political subjects,wrote "Hygienic 
and Political Education of Native Born (California ) Chinese. 
SH'UTT GOON YUN, newspaper editor of a Chinese newspaper 
wrote an article called, "Necessity of Deductive, Fundamentals, 


and Humanism In Patriotism Among California China." 


NGAR NG'OCK,a social worker ,wrote anvsarticle called 
"Prevention of Blindness Among The Chinese In The Village" 
This deals ifs the nethoa maton blindness can be prevented by 
peraehl ahi nc medical eicties eae teaching people of how to take 


care of their eyes. 
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CHURCHILL CHU, Chinese newspaper editor# and school 
principal wrote "Chinese (Chimese-—Language) High School Graduates 
in California". This deals with the hardships of the Chinese 
Students who graduated from the Chinese high school,and who 
are Studying English at the same time. It also encouraged the 
Students to keep up their patienteg longer and their goals will 
be attained, 

SH'IK HIN YYE , a free lance writer, in his article, 
"Ghinese Patriotic Movement And The New Deal" wrote about how 
the Chinese became affetted by the New Deal. 

SH'ING GEE, a writer of political matters, wrote: 
"ROOSEVELT vs. ROOSEVELT". This article deals with the argument 
of NRA between Roosevelt of the Rephblican Party and the RooseveLt 
of bemo cratic Party : 


TONG HING JEUNG,& political science student, wrote 


in the Chinese Newspaper about the plans of the Chinese National 
Cad the 


Government aé+to its financial policies in thts article,"Revision 
of China's Economic Program". 


CH'UT WON GWOON wrote "Battleships And Aircraftg Are 


an 
Children's Play Things". This article is analysis of Japan's 


strategy in China. 


T. JAKE wrote "The. Situation of The Sino-Japanese Trade 


Market" which-déals with the trade situations existed! between 
ge Fa eee 


the two Wations. — 
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SUIE CHEE ,a newspaper writer of sociological subjects, 
wrote "Roosevelt's Program For Aiding The Youth In Their Vocations". 


Gan . Oud 
This is,analysis of the practicability ofthis _programas—to- 


the efficiency of the program. 

MOANE SIL free-lance writer who was born in Siam OuA 
came to California about ten years ago. He wrote this article, 
"Exclusion Of The Chinese In Siam - Japanese's Influence?" This 
is an analysis of the new political situation in Siam, 

EDWAR LEE ,a magazine writer,wrote Gigiarciore tghel: 
lenge of Chinatown". This article deals with the present condition 
of San Francisco Chinatown. 

PARDEE LOWE a free lance writer wrote "New Deals For 
The Orientals", This tells what part Chinese play in the New Deal. 

JAMESON CHANG is a student of psychology. He wrote 


"Falling in Love And Getting Married", fTnis story deals with the 


Social conditions of the young Chinese folkg in the large €ities 
Oud 2A)rt0 ci till, Con rvs 

in China, , the traditional customs. 

JOSEPH CHEW, a Chinese poet,wrote "Treasure of A Rich, 
Poor Man"in Chinese and had it #*#*t® translated into English, him= 
pelt | 

WILLIAM F. TSEH, a writer of student affairs, wrote 
"The Problem of Chinese Students Abroad". 

H. WONG wrote "Education in China Today". 

V. KWONGLEE KWONG a well-known Chinese newspaper 


correspondent. He contributed the folloWing articles to the San 
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Francisco Chronicle: "Kuominteng's Grand 01d Man Is Chosen 
President of China.", "Manchuria Is Threatening World's Peace", 
"New Shell Is Invented For Chinese Army","Sino-Japanese War Reviewed 
Up To Present". | 

CHIH PEI SHA, a newspaper writer of political matters, 
has contributed this article to the San Francisco Chronicle, 
"Changes After Henry Pu-Yi's Enthronement"., This is a study of 
the policy of the former Boy Emperor's ( of China) Puppef- 
Government In Manchuria. 

FLORA BELLE JAN, a poet well-known to tke magazine 
readers,contributed these two poems to the Survey Magazine: 
"Yellow" and "Please ,God-", 

JOHN CHIN, a Chinese religious writer, wrote "Christ's 
Resurrection" in Chinese ,in The Catholic Magazine. 

CHUNG HONN SHEE, a herbalist and a pharmacist, wrote 


d 
this article for a Chinese newspaper,"The Western Doctors And The 
diftevent 
Chinese Herbalists". This deals with methods of treatmentg between Of 
fee the doctors and the herbalistg. 


i 
CHUI DOH LUN, a political writer wrote this article in 


the Chinese Nationalist Daily, " Japan: Enemy or Friend of China?" 

This article explains what the real motives of Japan towards China, 
M'OWN DIP, a Chinese newspaper editor, contributed this 

to the Chinese World, " Japan Established The World's Greatest 


Military Outpost In Manchukuo (Manchuria)", 
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liany times we have heard the saying that truth is stranger 
than fiction. Perhaps nothing could verify this better than the 
life story of this boy. 

Those of us who read the books of Pearl Buck know that she 
is an authority on Chinese life. In one of her books she shows us 
the conflict of the bandits and the poor farmers. Also in the 
same book she describes the looting, the lust, the killing, and the 
desires of the roving bandits. Through her books we are fascinated 
by the adventure, the excitement of the story. But it seems to 
me that to know a nerson who has been through adventures more or 
less parallel to this story is still greater adventure, 

This boy is about eighteen years naay I knew him when he 
was living across the street from us at the time we were living 
on Webster street. He was born in China, and this was a fact 
that I never knew until he told it to me not so long ago. 

It hannened that I was talking to this boy one day, I had 

. no intention of interviewing him. I was talking to him, asking 

him if he knew anyone that I could talk to. I was telling him 
what I was doing. I think that he never intended that I write a 
story about him. But it was one of those things that just harnened. 
He talked and I listened. Before he completed his narrative I 
knew that he could surnrly me with material in nlenitude,. 

4nd the story he unfolded was so real that it had all the 


earmarks of a tale that is not true, 


He lived in a little village called Gan Tow in Canton. He 


was barely seven when he came over to America, The whole story 
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that he told to me was told to him by his father. The boy could 
not remember much because he was so young at the time, 

His father was born over here in America, And like the 
majority of the Chinese at that time he went back to China to get 
Married. Over here in America he was working in the dry goods 
business, And little by little he saved enough to go back, 

He married and a few years later a son was born to them. In 
China whenever a son is born there is great rejoicing. The years 
rolled by one after another. The father then decided to come over 
to America. He was bringing his entire family over. 

An incident took place then. And as a result of this in- 
cident the father made a final decision to come over. Perhaps 
if this had not hannened the family today might still be living 
in China. 

in China in the olden days bandits roamed the country side. 
They made it a specialty to loot the little tiny villages because 
they knew vositively that the neonle could not offer any sort of 
resistance. These bandits roamed around in groups. Most of them 
were noor peorle. And banditry was more or less their life work. 
And whenever a horde of bandits swooped down unon a tiny village, 
the veonle had just as much chence as a small boat on a dark and 
stormy sea. 

The village of Gan Tow was another one of the remote villages 
that one finds so often in China, The ponulation did not exceed 


a few hundred. The vnoorer neople lived in little wooden shacks, 
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The more nrosnerous lived in brick-built houses. And that alone 
would be enough to give the occunants away as reonle of wealth. 

A&A rumor came one day that a group of bandits had attacked a 
neighboring village. The neople in Gan Tow honed and nrayed to 
the earthen gods that they might be spared any unfortunate visits 
by these bandits to their village. 

But all to no avail. One morning at dawn the bandits rode 
down uron the village and caught it commletely unawares. In snite 
of the fact that the neonle there knew that the bandits would be 
coming, they were caught off their guard. Nevertheless many had 
the good fortune to be able to escape. 

The majority of the neonle were asleen at the time. The 
boy's father was awakened by the noise and chatter of the bandits. 
Instinet told him not to look and find out what it was that was 
causing all the noise. He knew--he acted, He took the little 
boy uy on the roof. There was a secret way un there that no one 
knew except members of the family. The boy's mother was asleep 
at the time. 

The father learned by the rumor that the bandits did not 
capture any women from the neighboring villages. But unfortunate- 
ly this time they did. In his haste to escane the father had 
completely forgotten his wife. He thought that the bandits would 
leave as soon as they had looted the village. But again he was 
wrong, 


The bandits looted the whole village, burned all the store 
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houses, kidnapped and captured every single yverson who did not 
escape. Many who denarted from the village never saw it again. 

in his excitement in escaning the father drorned the little 
boy off the roof. The boy was almost killed. However, he got 
well, The bandits left. The father came down. The furniture in 
the house was all broken. The servants were missing. His wife 
was missing. 

The father Ee there alone and did not know what to do. He 
had a little money and wished to get his wife back. But he knew 
that he would need a penn PS more before he could pay the ran- 
som. 

Many days rassed by. There was no news as to what had har- 
pened to the cantives. 

The father was worried. The blood and the bodies were still 
visible to the eyes. The whole village was a hollow and desolate 
ynlace. 

The bandits came back four times. And every time the little 
nook on the roof ton saved the life of the boy and the man. The 
poy's mother was hidden away on a distant hill. 

) Immediately after the fourth visit of the robbers the hoy 
and the man moved over to Sak Kay. This city was larger and the 
bandits rarely or never visited it. 

The father was making all sorts of negotiations with the 
bandits but all were no use. He could not reach them directly. 


A month svred by. 


fh ah f a Sap 
ty Oat DES. Lett ai4 


m #4; joe's ’ 
Puy CS) y Dea are, 
+E cere ne Vc 
e. ee SF is Cae Ee +! 
1 
rm" f« 5S 7 , 1 
fe vl ‘ha s ay 
t aa PL a q rs, 
ae r a 4 
wh 7 25S eh 
' a ol r " 4 
4 " OTe, 
st u ‘ 
. rt rae 
ern ‘ti ven ath Hs Sos 
ee ays 7 ‘Dae Geinhayog 
‘ : “~ 
J fo LJ hd Ae 
j » * ~ + ein 
: i he } Sh 
: t : f 
7 ’ ra Parva S| ¥ 
° 
+ ; fhe! - 
het bt wv “1 todd - » se 
y+ Wee eee r 
J } , a > ob n ¢ ib 
dt Sts Bow, re * a | 
a WE abe ¥ ‘ A ode 
obs han “4 i+ 
via ow SL ib ¢ HOB 
“ 
~ 


ro, i PALE rag 
ne ee Uo it: we 


FEC ra ee o. <i 


Sead 


) emad. veitet eth. eter ad tboad ent 
oTéw araavior eff \ nedomd Ula sew vauod ‘ans 


iw eft iw Baw 
oka ator Look tenia s boon, Biodw en) date 
osigsw eved? .,vd Seater sya ba ie 
“Bev Etre. ti eat ot beaeg, ae 
id #efT, ,belrtew ean rodent, sit | 
iy 
bs [iy ®iece (2. yagyse aah ot old 
> i 

a ,BOals uss t. dosed epee Be ah ‘a 


a) 
my x SNS Neg 


pig mba eaove. oysconee baa ‘eegaioi s 
syed Sv aft KOLt Boats tab ony ‘cane 


NGF 
a 


i 


Sst. Oi bs 


oriteaoae a toonotinxe etd ol 


gow God efl |, toot ade Ate 


"Pp RN ts: 
eo Li tt teonte 


4 
a galec tm eee o 
»t a | a. : 


er ry oe 
a ale 


Sto 9 el ae. POs tan 


i = Sed 
SHUBIBES 


oS Yaws 


ye? aA! 
¢ialy desu vid 


it~ 
«> 


aint Rin ays of ‘evo eros ‘gan 


ane ee aS gatetan ee 


a2 | pa ‘on, stee, eh ty 
Nii eel re 


During this time the father had met a man who knew another 
man who knew the bandits. And it was through this man that the 
father naid over the money and got his wife back. 

"And when my mother got back she was just a gaunt skeleton, 
We lived in Sak Kay until my mother got well. Wy father borrowed 
all of his money in order to get my mother back, We were wired 
out of our fortune and my father decided to come over here and 
start anew.” 

Thus ended this boy's early childhood in China. 

I wanted to know about his life over here and I asked him: 
"Just what have you been doing since you came over?" 

“We lived in San Francisco when we first came Overs My 
two brothers were born over there. My mother worked day in and 
day out sewing clothes. My father managed to get a job working in 
a store. i went to school in San Francisco. A few years later 
my family moved over to Oakland. My father worked in a ten-cent 


store in Oakiand. Right now he is still workin 


Ce 


ge there. My mother 
continued with the sewing. I sold papers on thea rout corners, 
My father and mother make just enough to live on. My mother lets 
me keen my own money and she lets me do what I wish with it. 

"Do you sell rarers now?" I questioned hin. 

"I have been selling wapers for the last two years, I've 
managed somehow to save enough to buy myself a radio. IJ] even took 
out a rolicy in life insurance which I naid for myself, Instead 
of paying quarterly rremiums, I pay my rremiums once a year. Every 


summer I go into the country and nick fruit, And during the school 
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semesters I work at different school jobs, By doing all this work 
I make enough money for exrenses and yet have enough to srend for 
yleasure," 

"What do you do in your srare time?* 

"On school days I do not have much time. I work after school. 
I do not go to the Chinese school." 

“What do you do for pleasure?" 

"Twice a week I go to my friend's house to rlay mah jong 
(the good old reliable game). We play just for the fun of it. I 
never play for money. I ama regular movie fan. I go to the 
shows'on the average of about two or three times a week. I read 
books and I enjoy swimming. I play tennis every morning on Sat- 
urdays and Sundays at the First Avenue Park," 

"Tell me about your work in the country." 


+ 


"Every summer I go into the country with a group of boys. 
The year before last I went into a little town near Grass Valley. 
Last year I went into Courtland. This summer I went to the same 
place. Years ago a person could make from fifty to a hundred 
dollars by nicking fruit. Now a rerson is fortunate if he can make 
fifty dollars. This summer I went into the country too late. 
When I reached there the peorle were already working. I worked 
| there a few weeks and I came out to Oakland. I went into another 
little town where I worked for a few days, i managed to make just 
a few dollars, Then 1 came out here again and I went into another 


little town where I worked a few days. By this time school was al- 


most beginning. Altogether I made about forty dollars, It was 
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through this work that I managed to ray my insurance rremiun," 

"Is the work very hard?" 

"To me it is not very hard. I have been used to it. Some 
of the boys that went in with me complained about the pain in their 
backs and shoulders. All of us had to get un early in the morning, 
The first thing we did was to eat rice, And then we started work, 
We worked until five in the evening. Because of the fact that we 
have to get up early, we sleen very early. In the evening the 
group of boys and myself rlayed bridge. It was in the country 
that I learned how to play mah jong. Sometimes we have a day off 
and we do not have to work. On Sundays we do not work at all. 
During the days that we were off, the boys and I went into the 
neighboring town to see a motion rnicture," 

"Why did you quit your newspaper work?" 

"When I was going to the grammar school and the junior high 
school 1 did not have much homework to do. But when I started to 
go to high school I needed the time to do my work. It was for this 
reason that I quit my newsyaner work. Instead of doing that I 
worked at a school job. I have to work after school for only an 
hour or two. Of course I do not make as much as I would if I had 
continued with my newsparer work," 

I thought that this was enough questioning on my part about 
him so I changed the subject and asked him about his father. 

"Do you remember what year you and your father and your 


mother came over?*® 
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"I do not know definitely what year 1 came over. JI think it 
was around 1925, I Peete remember anything about the trin at all." 

"How old are your father and mother?®" 

"My father is fifty three and my mother is thirty four. Ly 
small prother is nine years old and my other brother is almost ele- 
WGN. years old. 

The real reason for your father coming over is because of 
the bandits, is it not?" 

"It is, and of course he came over here to make a living. 

And in snite of the fact that we have been over here for a good 
many years we are still in debt. Somehow we do not make enough to 
pay back all of the money that my father borrowed from his friends 
to ray for the ransom of my mother." 

He continued: "My mother is always sick. Already in the rast 
few years she has had three major ovnerations. It*s a wonder that 
she lives through them. But the moment she gets well she works 
just as hard as ever. I have worked quite hard for a boy, but out- 
side of a few colds. and some little ailments 1 have never had any 
Major illness." 

"What do you vlan to do after you finish high school?" 

"My father wants me to go back to study. Perhaps for a few 
years. And they say 1 could come over again if I wish. OrlI 
could stay back there and work there. I wish to be a mechanic or 
perhaps an aviator. I would like very much to be one and go toa 


mechanical school." 
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He said: "Before I end my story I wish to tell you something 
guite humorous and yet rather sad, My father told me that when 1 
was about two years old I was engaged to a girl baby who was about 
nine months old. in some of the more remote rlaces of China in 
those olden days the narents planned the marriagesof their sons and 
daughters away ahead of time. If I had stayed in China, by now, I 
would »vrobably have married her. As it is, today she is married to 
another man, and J do not remember her at all. This incident is 
funny to me because it is so quaint. Sad, because it still shows 
the backwardness of our country. I have no doubt that even today 
many marriages are rlahned that same way." 

Phus did this boy end his life story. I was fascinated by 
his whole life. By comnraring his life to mine I know that I have 
missed a lot of excitement and adventure because of the fact that 


I was born here, 
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7 ollowing story is such an-interesting one, 

Ld not pass it up. This young man had been in America less 
This story is written exactlyas told by the boy so that if 
a little Childish, it is because the story is told to us in that 


story starts with the early childhood of the boy and ends with his life 


id not know the date of my birth until I was seven years old. My 
rents told me about -it in the year that I sta ean schood, .. | found, cut 
t+ I was cvorn in the year 1915. The whole family had moved from the 
mmtry to Canton City and we lived there until then. 


Geeeve four big brothers, three small brothers and three big sisters. 
fav Of mylbig broters and one big sister were married and they were not 
iiving with us. 


' “Wy father is over fifty years of age. He was born in America and he took 
‘several trips back to China. When he was young he went to church at night. 
He worked in an American family, he worked very hard and study very dili- 
gently. He brought my mother to America, They lived in Oakland on Tenth 

/ Street. But one year he took the whole family back to Canton, China. 


"Ye had so many people in our family that the house in China was not big 

pF enough to hold everybody. So my father built a new house a few bolcks 
from the old house. We moved into the new house in 1927. ily two small 

i brothers were Dorm there. Now they are ‘just six or seven years old,.. They 
are named Leong and Har. When I was still in China, Har was just about 
four years old and Leong was about five. Leong is very cute. I always 

ge Som thing to make him feel happy. He is a very intelligent child. 
When he saw anybody sorry or sad looking, he would do something, funny 
‘to make that person smiled. 

oe I could still remember things:that happened to me when I was six 

years old, My mother always wanted me to give her a rub down. Whenever 

‘she was tired she called on me to do that. I did that one hour or two 

hours every time. When my arms got tired, I did not'dar stop and I 

_ kept doing until my mother let me go. I was very obedient. 


Fine morning I saw that my brothers and sisters were going to school. 
I wanted very much to go with them, tJ could not. go. lt wanted to £0 so 
em thet I struggled and cried for it. Then my father: ‘Said that he 
uld send me to. school next week, Now when 1 think back about it, I 
d not know why I wanted to go to school so eagerly at that time. 


Mne next week came and I felt so happy that I could not sleep at night. 
Mil got up very early in the morning ahd dressed up and got everything 
‘anne? to go to school with my father. 


coped school 4t the age of seyen, The school was very far from my 
use. it took a half hour time to get there. The name of the school 
Shen Yet Sen University. Jt contained a kindergarten, and elementary 
ool, a junior high, and a high school. There were about eight thousand 
ae, the school. 
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} from the start I went to the first grade. I did not go to 
ndergarten, We had many subjects such as Chinese, Music, Physical 
eation and Art. My teacher was Miss Chin. She was a very good 
acher., She had been in the school for over ten years. The teachers 
om the kindergarden to the third grade were ladies and the teachers 
om the fourth grade were men. When I was in the second grade, I ; 
could write a hundred word composition, ‘We always described some | 
thing or discussed something whenever we were writing a composition. 
We never wrote stories. We had penmanship every day from the first 
grade to the eighth grade. We had a test every month, At the end " 
of the term we had a huge examination to see if we were ready for the , 
upper grades. If we did not have seventy percent or over we : 
had to stay in the same grade. I was lucky that I did not stay 
in the same grade and I went straight up trom the first up to the 
_ eighth and ninth grade. 


ee 


"During the fourth grade, we began to have English. At first we 

learmed the letters. We felt it was hard to remember so many 

letters. We took two weeks to learn them. Most of the pupils 

O1Q not like English. It was a most difficulty language. Many of 

the pupils thought that it was not very useful intheir own country. 
“We only had one English period every week, | 


"We had more difficulty subjects in the upper grades. In Junior 

High School, I had Geometry, Algebra, Science, and Trigonometry. 

Taese are the foreign country courses. I liked all of them except 
. Trigonometry, because it was so hard and I could not even under- 
“stand or remember it. 


"tT will bring you to America.'" My father had said this to me for 
many years. But as the time went on, it had not become a ture fact, fi 
T had: almost forgotten about it. One year, two years, and then three. i 
At that time I was in the Highth Grade. My father told me that Int 
We would come over first, baie LI could come over afterwards. My f 
father wanted me to finish Senior High School before he would 

Ky like to have me come over. 


Tn August 1933 my father started to return to America, Then 

my father, mother, sister and I went to Hong Kong from Canton, 

We went to the Look Hoy Tung Hotel. After my father got every- 
thing settled we went up to the hills around Hong Kong in an auto- 
mobile. Some of our friends who lived in the city invited us to the 
big restaurants for dinner. We had a very good times 


"Dime always goes fast. It was the day my father had to leave. 
_~ He got up very early in the paddles bo get = bagge ge tied UDe 


ee obe of Hong Kong where the eae was Heber nes We admired the 

boat very much. thought that if I were to come to America, I 
uld like to come on this. same-boat. iI said goodbye to my father 
d I saw the boat disappeared from view and I wondered how long it 
+s Seah before I could go on a boat to America, 
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ed a letter from my father, He told me _ 
rin California. He said too that he had 
to speak English. He sent me many pictures 

ancisco. Some of these pictures were greatly : 
‘There were scenes of Lake Merritt, Golden Gate Park, and | 
| buildings in San Francisco. 


1 the American movies I saw many times scenes of tall sky- 
erapers, crowds of people, and beautiful homes. I heard some- 
_ thing about the beautiful country of America, I heard about the 
Bs public schools, the good living, and also that there were many 
Ppoactiens for" schoolboys. These thoughts made me think of this 
Pcaa eS time after time. 


"Then my father wrote to me one day informing me that he wanted 
to come over. 1 was vey happy. 1 said to my mother that when 
landed in America I would go to school, I would like to earn 

e@ money for spending purposes, 1 would not like to spend 
ither's money when IJ was here. J thought it was very easy to get 
position, 


ae after I graduated from Senior High School I came over. I 
came over in July. I said goodbye to all of my friends and my 
family. As the boat started to sail I felt a ump in my throat 
and I was both happy and sad at the same time. Sad because I am 
“leaving my Own country, happy because I am coming over to this 
meaner land. 


"y was alone on the boat. .I d@d wot know anybody on the ship. 

But a few days at sea and I made the acquaintance of many friends. 
On the third day we arrived in Shanghai. I did not go ashore as 

at that time there was a certain disease raving in a certain section 

: of the city. A few days later we arrived in Kobe. It is one of ! 

Bsi%) the important, cities in Japan, The ship stayed there until the 

~ ‘next morning. At night it was very hot and no one could. sleep. 
ae Soon we were in Yokohoma, another important city of Japan. We were 

ck. way again, Many days later we arrived in Honolulu. The 

; weather had changed. The waves were rising and the air was extremely 


Ge 


Been peers got ashore, but I was not among those. I was a new- 
ac) The tourist came back onthe boat with a great deal of 
We reached San Francisco in five days. 


Ag night no one wanted to sleep. Almost everyone went up on the 
k and waited. My heart was full with happiness and gladness, 


n Francisco. The city was like what I had picture in my mind. 


streets Fak ted aceee like those in Hong Kong. 
; ad 
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s newcomers went over to Angel Island. I stayed Ra Ae 

weeks, When they said that I had my freedom to get a? 
region,of the United States in August 26, my father came 4 

rought me to the city. I saw many of my father's friends. 

, Chinese boy talked to me in English. I did not know what he 

i a about. Everything seemed strange to me. 


‘hat night my father took me over to Oakland. I saw that the streets 
re wide and leve. Oakland made a better impression on me than 
| San Francisco. I went home with my father. We lived on Hight S;reet. 


_ "Three weeks later I went to the Lincoln School, There were two ; 
a ‘rooms for the boys and girsl who came from a foreign country 

One. was room 12, . the other was room 14. I went into room 12° at, 

er. but aD did not understand what our teacher was saying. 

$0 I was always bothering my friends to tell me what the teacher 

ee said. 


"on Saturdays and Sundays my father took me to visit places like 
Lake Merritt, Neptune Beach, and the Golden Gate Park. 1 went to 
1) see my big brother early one morning. He lived in Maryville. 
iI visited Hayward, Sacramento, and Stockton. I visited also 

; Stanford University. 


"Months later my father received a letter from my mother saying. 
that she wished my father and my younger brother to go back. She 
Said that 1 could stay here if I wished. Only a few days had 


passed since my fabher and brother had gone. 


"Right now I am in the Lar Hight Grade. I planned to go to the 
Oakland High School next term as I am working near there. The 
Lincoln School had a very peculiar way of treating oriental for- 
eigners., Most of these foreigners graduate from the school much 
quicker than the Chinese boys wo are born here. Not because 
» they are brighter or more intelligent. The fact is that most 
» foreigners the Chinese especially, come over when they are quite 
' old. So the’ school Jet them ’go from.one i aaron to another, it 
doesn't matteriif the pupil does not pass his grade’ convincingly. 
\) He graduate just the samé. 680 that ie satnas surprising to know 
_ that this boy is nearing Sana eye in spite of the fact that he 


there are some boys in the sehool who are over 19. Some are as 
old as 22, As a rule these boys, once they graduated from the 
anmmar school, do not go the ‘Sianior high or senior high. They 
t% wanted to know how to speak and they are satisfied. But oa |, 
_ this boy is among one of those who wished to know more. So he is ; 
_ going to further his education by going to the Oakland High School. 
ee: ‘is living with another family. That is he is working at a school 
ob in which room and board are prowidea:.” Without doubt some day 
11 return to China to do business. Or he might stay over 
rp his copmertial career But now is studying the ing lish 

. with effort. Ne reatty wants to be successful in his. 
and when he returned he wished to show his mother that 
spent were was ee for Mec tncartch 
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or : tow civilizations « are sO many erroneous no= 

“tone currently sccepted es of the Chinesee Even rese 

" pectante scholars, a generation BBO, regarded it as bee 
Lng one of the oldest clvilizations in the world and 

ae as having become static centuries 2205 certainly since 

a ‘ ee “5 ‘the Manchu dynastye we know now thet all these assump= 
ae. tions are wrong, that China nad sontacts with the Neoe . 


lithie cultures of the near East ‘posstbly as long. as 
15,000 years ago ani that some connection with the an= 
one cient world of western Asia ani the Mediterranean, even 
i ‘ if interrupted for long periods of tine, persisted ee 
down to the breakdown of the Roman Empire. Vor the 
period after that no Ong of course, has ever seriouse 
ly denied ite We also know now that no elvilization 
comparable to those of Baypt and the nesr East devele 
oped in China until 1000 BeCe,s at least four thousand 
years later than that of Egypt and the near Uaste Pine 
ally we now realize that. what hista fans chose to call 
the crystallization and ossification of chinese cule t 
ture after the coming of the Manchus in 1644 applied, 
at best, only to the culture of the ruling clasa.,. 

For the lower classes, varticularly for the peasants 


% 


bint imate ES, 
ie we 


r “tiie for the better or the worses It could not have 
cae “pecome worsee 


Ir fréquent sete some gradual, some rapid, 


some catastrophic, characterized the fortunes of the 


civilization of the ruling classes of China from 1000 


BeC. to the present day, we can be certain that the 


same held true for the peasants even if, among them, 
these changes were often brought about by other causes 


“sueh as overpopulation, floods, droughts and diseasée 


For them the Mancha conquest meant. essentially more ly 
one more thing, one more series of customs and beliefs 
that they were forced to add to their already over= 
purdened and conglomerate store of folkeways and folke 
LorGe telus pause for a a describe briefly what 
that wase | 

Superimposed upon the older substratum of cuse 
toms and beliefs which had developed fron time imme= 
morial, there first appeared taolem, abovt 600 Bele, 
a mystical philosophy that may hove taken on, as it 
did, a more spiritual form among a favored few but 
that degenerated into a most corrupt form of belief by 
the time it reached the people proper. Taoist priests 
soon became identified with magic and the grossest forms 


of superstition and this was not helped when Chinese 


life and thought was overwhelmed, from 200 AsDe on= Rie 


of that religion were soon lost and a new folk relie ne 
5 


eas. Chinese has been living for the last thousand years, 


E <a i # 
wards by buddhism. For here too the higher aspects | y) 
ok 


_ Sion emerged which was an inconsistent merging of some 
of the hicher and ¢grosser forms of Indian Buddhism of 


the first century AeDe with the older ancestor wore 
ship £ the Chinese people proper, The pantheon that 
thus axose represents a atranrce medley of ancient core 
raptions and beliefs, foreign conceptions and beliefa 
and the new and hybrid conceptions and beliefs that 
most naturally developed in such an atmosphere, One 
new thing that Buddhisi introduced that was to be of 
far-reaching importance for the history of Chinese 
thought and religion, fhe belief in reincarnation and 
in the transmigration of the soul, When this was sue 
perimposed on the older belief in ghosts and witches 
end on ancestor wotship, & religious environment was 
produced of & somewhat unique kind. From Tibet, or 
through Tibetan intermedieries, there came, at 2 time 
not easily determined, a conception of hell anid the 


 topments suffered there by the souls of the damed 


that. bears an astonishing resemblance, in many ways, 


to Dante's description. This too was put through j 
the sieve of popular Buddhtsme . : 
7 it is in this environment that the average ee: ; i 
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partly because au there were no reasons, economic, polie 1 
tical and seciel, that would have induced him to ‘ 
he 7 er 

change ity partly because it was in the interests of | 


the feudalistic governing class not te have him change 
ite Both these facts must be remembered, because only 
then will we be in a position to understand why, on the 
one hand, such beliefs persist so long and why, on the 
‘others they deteriorate so ranidiy or are actually dis= 
cundiidls Only after we have allowed for political and 
economic utilization of such beliefs 13 it pertinent to 
inguire into the question of whether they may not pos=- 
sess an autonomy of their own which is rooted in that 
mentaleemotional serapebag to which the term huwsan nee 
ture is so conveniently and consistently appliede 
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‘Village and Town Life in China 


To understand the religious beliefs and folk- 
lore of a people it is necessary to understand somes 
tring of the social and ecenomic system in which they 
live. For that reason a brief summary will here be 
attempted, | 

Tati the establishment of the Republic in 1911 
China, as we know, ws an absolute monarchy. Theoree | 
-tieally it wes a centralized government of a marked 
‘blerarehical order, ‘the Emperor was the supreme rue 
ler supposed to be answerable only to heaven, His 
will was law and all state officials were ultizately 
responsible to hime Under the Central Government there 
were provincial governuents with a covormor or viceroy 


with complete authority over finance, the aray and the 
administration of Justices The provinceg in their turn, 
were divided into circuits administered by an officl- 
al called tootai and the circuits were further rabdie 
vided inte prefectures of various degrees and tape 
tances They too hed an official at their head. Une 


der the prefectures came subeprefecturea soverned by 


an official designated as Chieynene It was this ofe 


ficial who was in direct contact with the peoplee He 


J "J a = a . 
‘ bin ti ; ed ae os es rary Py 
ial . i" " ‘ 3 Ply a 4 * 4 * ? a ¥ PT sarah mak 


4 
* ‘a bg e 
, 5 . ; 
i ¢ F " i. _ a iy ” A 7 ae 7 
f ai a A ae Ay eo yr i s ye HB: i 
* 4 aes - eee ee ath a . Te Oe ’ cs 
. 
z 4 
oa F ’ ots 
7 + ’ 4 ‘ 
™ = Tet th ‘ #. \ y 
- oy ? ’ x : 4 
bi) ‘ \ * eT an a 
» a of , ? 
e 


ite an NF uy 
ae 


| ¥ 


sa 
. TY eee a 
fe x » taal Va 4 Oy aS; eo 
Poets, 
x ie ; he 
- os tT? "4 ” 
» ye f fica aus 
* . d Pee 
a4 4 tel ay, 
. 
f ee | 
x i : ‘gg 
Pr hwtaY vy Pe o ri. > » 2 
sd Pd J BS 2 oe | 
* ‘ by 
; , . sa & ; ae ee oe) ee en 
= o hs a ae f TR BAA wh? 2a 
WF, bo fins, 
4 , =) TR TR gas 


hk ey 


: : Brite p 
sity a OT olen alia dle ~ 
bs SNe a Le ae pers. MSS 


refed 


that of reporting on the weather and the market 


prices to that of gathering the taxes and trying 
civil and criminal cases, The subeprefecture, in 
turm, was divided into districts called_sze and these 
again into wards called pao or tue These pao or tu 
coincided with a town or villace. A larce town or 
city, of course, was made up of a number of such 
wards. At the head of such a | Pao, stands an elder, ale 
ways a member of the local gentry. Theoretically he 
was selected by the whole group. Actually he was see 
lected by a small coterie of landlords from among 
themselves. This elder had under him an official who 
was to all intents and purposes a balliff. 

Now, nominally, the villace wasgverned by the 
central government thmugh this hierarchical series of 
officials, Actually the villace was an autonomous ue 
nit and has been for probably cu thousand years, It 
was in complete control of everything connected with 
the police, education, public health, public repaiis 
of roads and cansls, lighting and all the other ine 
numerable matters of village concerm, All these mate 
ters were taken care of by voluntary associations of 
the villagers themselves. it coes without saying that, 
in the performance of these functions, a villaze could 
not always stand alone, quite apart from the fact that 


Ss 7 a! 
ee Sp 
- 
= 
é 
A 
rc) 
rs 
ale 
iz 
* 
ws 
ea 7 
> on 
Dae 
Paris ah 
ed ’ 


’ 
v 
» 
aie 
+, 
. 


“ 
F 
ae 
¢ 


i 


RO aR 


Oi). Ube ae how 


y afr 
oe eee eee eee eee 
TER. aS St 
ra rm “ > ie st 
- eo ie i 
2) 5 ‘é a) 
on ro ne i, Be ren rs tar r 
3s a . eo ae 
sect eh a now 2 
- CY ‘ 5, rd 24, 
! - a ee i a a 
ee Ae Bee set x 
= . 
oe ob ‘ 6 7 
_ y —- pO Gane 5 Bee 
ie 7 4 eh a Do # 
« ay ye 
\ x wal 
43 ‘ 4 me: Vm he , 
; ; } et; ; . 
pied pe ee 
, Pie 
% ayes te "b 4 j bé ey Me f 
WEB BN 7 Oe Fh » Woe. 
4 f ; J Yr \ ck AE 
; MV TRIES Oa be Tete og et eae 
o ; Ps Fajen rene Bey Sy ee 
y fee ae YT ae: Se rah 
>) ee Sie lie ee Ya 
t ‘| : 
a te 
y fa ¥ ea 
Py 
‘2 
: te m Paces 
¥ hood » 4 7 ¥ 7 » 
“ we ‘ * 
- % 
seyte lee it Pid a ea 
+ eS © a 
4 ¢ _ 
r ' fe eer " i wa ee — : ae eee 
IY 5 ’ . “ wig SS 4 ge Eras, 
¥ Sai Pe is" = : a te e BA Oat ade 


3 ie 
4 a" Le 
oy 4! 
J i G 
naa a Pied Pi 
ey Dduage epithe 


- 


traditional bonds bound one village w’ th the other. 
As a result, many inter«villace treaties existed, 
some purely commercial, some more in the nature of 
defensive alliances, for the relations between vile 
lages as well as those between towns, were not always 
amicable, Indeed wars between a scrap of villages were 
not infrequente | a 

So much for the general political seteupe. But 
a Chinese village was mich more than thats. The cene 
tral vnit has still to be mentioned, the fanily. The 
Chinese fanily is based on the patriarchal principle, 
that is, on the theory that the father is the head of 
the family with fairly unlimited power aw his wife and 
children and thet each family ecnstituted an indepen= 
dent social wits The position of the father in this 
hierarchy does not necessarily imply that the mother 
hed no specific status or functins, She had both for 
she was the certer for the domestic life and in the 
China of pre-republican days and even today was of a. 


.far more complicated type than that of Western Europes 


To the mother fell the duties of finding a bride or 
bridegroom for her children and the management of all 
the multifarious mtters concerning their betrothals 
and to her also fell the often onerous task of directe 
ing all the social and extremely punctilious relations 
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with friends and relatives. It was sho, likewise, who 
attended to ‘he proper performance of all the ceree 
monies concerning marriage, birth and death, the obe 
servance of the proper degree of respect due fram one 
member of the family to another and the regular keeping 
of the festivals.. All this had to be duly observed ac- 
cording to rules laid dom in the official book of fame 
ily laws. 

A femily did not consist si. ply of a man, his 
wife and children. It generally included, more partie 
cularly among the wealthier families 9 four or even five 
generations and timt meant, if we inelude collaterals, 
from ten to fifteen groupse The ordinary family ree 
garded with something akin to horror the dying out of 
his direct line and to prevent it had recourse either 
to concubinage,among those who could afford it, or to 
adoptions According to one of our best authorities, 
"The fear of a line's d'scontinuance is doubtless tne 
volved in the cult of ancestor-worship, hence the 
ghost must needs be served with offerings by the des- 
cendantss; or, in the words of the Chinese, 'the hune 
soul mist be arpeased.' There is moreover, the eco= 
nomic factor to be reckoned with, for the son, or | 
sometimes even the daughter provides support for the 
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parents when they become advanced in ages The sone 
inelew is generally called ‘half-son' in relation to 
the parents<inelaw. Public opinion (not law) obliges 
him to support his parentseinelaw if they are left 
without children and are in want. These two considere 
ations, religious and eccnomic, explat'n why marriage 
and the upbringing of offspring become a duty ineume= 
bent upon every Chinese who is normally fit for mare 
Pliage; and as the young people do not make betrothals 
themselves, the duty falls upon the parents."? 


Ye Ke Leong and Le K. Tao, Villace and Town Life 
in China, London, 1915, p. 10. eye eT 


Few villages have many velletoedo inhabitantse 
The vast majority of the inhabitants are poor, often 
desperately so. Such a poor peasant may possess a 
piece of land of his own. Far more frequently he does 
not and is compelled either to rent land from a lande 
owner or to cultivate the land of the ancestral hall 
or the village templee In such cases that means, in 
an overwhelming number, the mother, daughters, ani 
daughters-inelaw not only had to de the household work 
but had to add to the family income by recourse to whate 
ever employment they might obtain which could be care 
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a ‘pled on at home. The famlly earnings were all give 
en to the mother to take care of. 
: : The ofteasserted stat quent that the family 


system of the Chinese was in part socialistic is due 
to two of its characteristics, first that every meme 
ber of this jointefamily had theoretically a claim 
on the earnings of the others and had theoretically to 
work nt for hinself but for his family and, secondly, 
to its collective responsibility for the crimes of any 
one of its members. This in cases of treason, during 
" the old regime, often meant that capital punishment 
might be meted out upon a whole f amily irrespective 
of the sex or age of the aeeres one of the theories 
developed to explain this collective responsibility 
was that crimes were regarded as largely the result of 
heredity and domestic environment. The actual explane 
ation is, of course, quite simple and has nothing to 
do either with any type of incipient socialism or fare 
fetched thery of the inheritance of criminal propen- 
sities. It is simply one of the welleknown charactere 
isties of a clan organization, for the Chinese fanily 
is actually a division of a clan. That, likewise, is 
the explanation for the creat isportance attached to 
securing the socalled san=tai of an individual before 
a betrothal. The san-tai is a genealogial record eze 
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| tending backward for three generations and was real= 
ly required in order to cquard against marriage between 
degrees forbidden by the clans 

We mentioned before the ancestral hall and the 
village temple. Ho account of a village is c cmplete 
without some description of them, The ancestral hell 
is essentially a memorial tauple were the ancestral 
spirits of the clan are honored and their birth and 
death anniversaries commenorated., Since a clan may 
often have thousands of members and since the femilies 
of the seme clen do no necessarily Inhabit the same vile 
lage, a number of different kinds of temple existe 
Either tie re is a communal temple for all one's ances- 
tors, @ common temple where only very remote ancestors 
are worshipped | or a temple belonging only to ancestors 
of a particular branch of the clans ‘The expenses of 
ancestral worship and the repair of graveyards are de« 
frayed from the property possessed jointly by the clane 

Elaborate rituals and ceremonies are performed 
in these ancestral halls in semmnet Sra with the various 
festivals of the year. On these occasions all the clan 
members attend, making their obeisgances before the ane 
cestral tablets and pay their due respects to their 
ancestorse Each temple has several divisions, one is 


' the center for the nenoriel tablet of the remotest ane 
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eestor of the clan and his wife and ore to each side 
of this one, for the sons of the remotest ancestor and 
his wifes | 

In short, the ancestral hail is the center par 
excellence of village life in ali its mot vital social 
implications and electin to its governing board one 


of the most coveted ambitico s of a member of the villagee 


incidentally, it may be added, that while no salaries 
were paid this governing board, enough money could be 
obtained by indirect and dishonest manipulations of 
the accounts of the clan to make competition for mem= 
bership on it lively and at times exceedingly acrimon- 
Louse ; 
| Of alwost equal significance as a center of vile 
lage life was the village temple. This corresponded, 
stran ely enough, not so much to the village church 
among us as to the village town hall, Such a viliage 
temple was dedicated to a large variety of deities, 
many of them differing from village to village accord 
ing to the traditions and predilections of the villa= 
Serse As suggested above, it really serves more as a 
center of social then of religious lifes In many ways 
it can be defined as a sort of clearing=house for the 

. guperstituons, and considerable revenues accrue to the 
i temple and its officials from the offerings of the me 
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_ merous individuals who come to ask the most diverse 
typee of favors from the gods to whom the temple is 
dedicated. 

Perhaps @ concrete example of the life of a 
village will bring out soe of the facts mentioned 
above more clearly and vividly. I am selecting a lite 
tle village in southern China, at some distance from 
the city of Cantonese 

Im this villege all the members belonged to the 
same family. It contained seven compounds with seven 
to eight houses in each compound. Just in front of 
the village there was a large pool in which a few fish 
were raised. At each end there was ea twoestory buliide 
ing constructed on the pattern of a small fortresge 
Both had a few suall windows for shooting in case of 
an attack by bandits, In the very rear of the vilx 
lage there were two more substantial “fortresses” 
rive stories high. Behind the village proper ley a 
forest three times the area of the village itself, 
The forest served two purposes. in times cf peace the 
villagers could use the fallen leaves and the broken 
branches for fuel, and in times of danger, such ag an 
attack by bandits, they could hide themselves in ite 
; Like all typical villages it had two welis, 
one at each ends These served as the main water supe 
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plys At the extreme left end stood the ancestral 
hall, and at the extreme right the temple, in which 
resided the god vho protected the village land and 
its inhabitants. Puring the Hew Year celebraticn 
sacrifices were made to the ancestors of the family 


4m the ancestral hall. On ordinary days it was used 


aS a schoolhouse. 

| Every yeer, at New Year, the male elders, that 
is, individuals over fifty years old, meet in the an= 
cestral hall to discuss the problems of the village 
and pay homage to their ancestorse Whole pigs are 
sacrificed end, after being properly cut up into small 
pieces, are distributed among the village families ace 
cording to the munber of men in each family. These 
festivities, lasting seven days, are eagerly wicomed 
by the poor families because it is often the only tine 
during the year when they eat meats | 

he ancestral hall possesses its own property 


im the form of land and this is rented out for cultie 


vation to those members of the village who make the 
highest bid, The preperties of the hall are controlicd 
entirely by the village elders and although, theoreti- 
eally speaking, every man over fifty is allowed to 


participate in the meetings, actually the wealthier 
families dominate the affairs of the village complete 
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ly and not always for the good of the commmnity. 

There existed a sort of a society estab 
lished about seventy<five years ago to celebrate the 
Autuum Pestivale. Wo new rembers have been admitted 
since its establishuent, membership being inherited 
in the male line by the descendants of the founders 
‘who, at that times paid thirty chien (a sixteenth of 
an American cent) for initiation. Only one fawily in 
the whole commund by does not belong to it because their 
ancestor did not, at the time, have the price of ade 
mission. Apparently an economic motive lay behind the 
foundation of this society for one of its main purposes 
is to auction off to the highest bidder the year's ace 
cumulation of dunge The funds thus obtained were used 
to celebrate the Autumm festival. 

As in most villages ninety percent of the ine 
habitants were peasants. There were a few who owned 
more than thirty mm of land and a few who owned noe 
thinge The majority lay between so that it might be 
seid that the villagers belonged te the group of small 
‘peasant lendowners, The main crops were rice, sweet 
potatoes and sugarecante Two crops were raised each 
year, one around September, and one around Maye For 
ploughing the watere-buffalo was used, ‘The richer 
fermers had their own waterebuffale but the majority 
either had to hire one from somebody else except | 
where two or three families bought one in commons 
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A email portion of the inhabitents were mere 
chents, transacting their business at the market 
Place which was about two miles from the villages 
There were the real capitalists, for whenever the 
peasants were in need of cash, and that was almost 
always just before planting time, they would go to 
these merchants to borrow money so that they could 
purchase the necessary seed, the loan to be repaid 
after the crop was gathered. These debts were pepaid 
either in cash or in kine The interest was SNOTHOUS » 
running from fifty to sixty percent a year. Naturale 
ly this led to tremendous exploitation with its ate 
tendant lllewill and animosities. There were a fow 
niddle class peasants who managed to save a little 
extra money and this they would lend to their close 
relativess In such cases it would be difficult to 
estimate the rate of interest for, first of all, the 
debtors were relatives and, secondly the debt was 
always repaid in kinds i Let us follow the history of 
an individual in such a villages We shall call hin 
Tame um belonged to the very poor stratum of the 
village. He worked on a small piece of land for a 
few bushels of rice a year, Yet he managed to save 
enough to establish himself as a peddlar, In his 
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Story-of-e Herbalist and—ais—Pramity 


We see comedies, musical - 


Pa 
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We all go to the movies for enjoyment. 


nt : 4 F : A 
romances), torrid love stories and sentimental tear jerkers. Sethe times 


howe wonderead\whether the story we sec Pp esented on the Bepmen is true 
Becaus¢ the story is/ presented to us’ through the 


£ 


to Life or not 


medium of the silver screen we - oxf Yound to ae - Skeptical in our views 


and in our questioning of the stoyy. We 4 ~ Call familiar by now to 


\vn which the unfaithful mother gives | 


the cinenfa version ef the 


+ 


up all sacriffces in\ordeés 
ANS ‘reG@.of the story in which thehero arrives 


At wér son could be able to live a good 


and full life. We are\al 


in time to save the ad ne X the elutehing arms of the bad, ugly 
: | 


hany times On the celluloid the old, old story of 


villian. \And we sep 


nd ‘eh the bad boy &f ily who later in life pecame the finest one of 


~, 


all. ae 


And/because the following story of a young man is so. similiar to 
the matter version, we cansay that the einemsté portrayal of iPee is 


ot a ay false. 


Arie men, was born ove y six years ago. When 


r here in America fift 
CCA ase 


. 
a Pea ee father sent him back to live with his Sw nrtT: e boy . 


mother was dead bite, “other could not 


R > . 
was very Snobedient and, since his 
ork in corns. 


control him. yard yi 


poys in the 


The box At the age of five fas one of the | 
7 ig 
orig neighborhood. Whenexer he was in one of nis palate moods, he would . 
ON A en smask therm and ad then. 
* ghavonet aifferent pieces of furniture em Ws 2: DALES » 
ann 
ramping im the 


world 
He afd not go to school and most of his time he spent 7% 


doing absolutely nothing. 


The boys father was working and Me di 
é wk wns 


acd 
cee the boy necdedfthe care of a women. 
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| not have time to bars, 
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ms £n China/e PE O2s DCG a OMOEA 28 Qunt Anode ee 2 ois 
Anay 
a a a2 ser Kis marriage he came tO metsS. He went into the herb 
car it 
"business and made a great deal of money. Over Mave in America he 
Cts SOCIOL? 


ng girl of twenty-two. His first wite/in China @té¢To0t 
A never AoA, Mites fhaf- 1S CKRCCECLH Lg RAAAC 
tthowbmeny--hibarcu Mabujuet 
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Children,  At@-e--Ghineman—w 


TAC Chinese BARA A Beam feels pasrtefe’ ent, temMen (ACIP 
muon 2s..pdnk— eke Tp ean ateaska. 
; CHS, 17 Mew Arye The SCOnA Ws MW ¥RAA AF he eI) 


hi meted re him four children, three girls 
eis heasel, 
: and a boy. The oldest girl is now married and she and her husbend 


ie a the vipat 
Pearée living in 3 at.the present time. 


oun, trae 
The boy{revealed some of the characteristic stremns of his 


, ; father. ve. w not interested in the school work and he was very lazy | 
(abut scheol- | 
ss { aétivities of the school e-ehip-offetbheore=blotks . ua 
We | i 


Py He always wished to go back to study. He unged his father to go 


x but his father would not let him go until the boy hed graduated from 
_ high school. The boy was. in the grammar school at the time. He knew 
| that he was to wait many years before he could go back. 

After school the boy helped his father cut up herbs and he helped 
in the delivering of the goods also. 

The poy's father was suffering from a chronic illness. And in the: 
year 19350 he died as a result from it. His wife sold the herb store 
heey 5 another peeuees man. She decided that she would take the whole 


7 
ay 


en pack to China. Her husband owned many houses back in China. 
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And a great quantity of oa also. Age when eae were beady to go 
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. They did not know how long it will last. As a result 
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_ different friends of the boy's father said to the father that all 
| little boys at the young age are like that. And that when the boy 
grew up he would probably laugh at his boyhood days. 
| The boy did not have a ver good a aeeueven pertly due to his own 
fault and partly due to the early death of his mother. Whatever 
! sehooling he had was not of any importance to him. It took many years 
before the boy came to know the precious time he wasted in his early . 
childhood. . 
The father's one ambition was to wish’ that his boy would develop | 
some worthwhile pana ons He sent the little boy who was almost six 
years old. at the time mwackto the boy's grandmother. And perhaps due 


to the fact that the boy was among strange poeple and in a strange land 


he did not dare to be as violent as when he was with his father. ‘1 

ty 
He settled down in earnest and he studied hard. He studied the subject } 
of herbs and the different things dealing with the medical profession, . 


He was twenty six years old when he graduated. And stranger than some 


of Ripley's oddities his grandmother died just at the moment the boy 


was going to be graduated, The death was due to the aged and weakened 


condition of the grandmother and also to the fact that she was too 


happy. 
The herbalist settled down in the city. He lived with his aunt. 


Yeers later they both become doctors. They stayed in China for many 


years and they made a good hiving. 


The aunt took care of woman in child birth. And since Chire se 
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they gave up their plan for a year or so. They were all prepared 

and ee sold most of their furniture. They then took a little house 
and lived there. After the trouble between he Chinese and Japanese 
fenced the family felt save to go back and they did. 

All this time of waiting was just time wasted for the son. Like 
o Pee rathes he did not worry what the future held Sor him. He just 
; was not interested in his work. And in his report every semester 

while he was at eehout he had very poor graces, 

When he heard that his mother was taking the entire family back 
he was very joyful. He longed to. go away. In spite of the fact that 
_ this boy worked in the drug business he was not at all interested 
bet? in it. He did not study any special subject while at school. And 
r his mother had always said thet he would never amount to antyhing. 

a ime alone will tellwhat will happen to him. 


¥ The second girl of the family took a course in cosmetic beauty. 


- She intends to open up a’ shop in one of the cities in China, The 


youngest girl of the family did not eraduate from the grammar school 


yet. She did not wish to let her mother take her back. Her mother 


tet her go into San Leandro to live with her sister. 
The family with the exception of the youngest girl had departed for the 
homeland. They planned to come back here sometime in the future. ‘The mother if 


she does not come back within a year, will never be able to come here again. 


~The reason is because of a new law. If she finds that conditions back there are 
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iy he members of the femily with the exception of the youngest one hed now 


_depsrted for many months. 
Whether the young boy will develop into a successful man remains to be seen. 


Pe ke he has the courage and will power of his father he will be successful in 


ar future life. ‘the mother's plan for the boy is to have him go to a school and | 


| study. After he has completed his education the mother would let her son come 
over here and £0 to whatever school he wishede 
| The husband of this wanan had a flourishing business in Chinas. Turing the 
anet few years it was not. so good. And it is doubtful if the business will ever 
$0 back into its formsr ebony. 
fhe woman who was talking to me was sround forty years old. She has lived 
with this family for many years and she knew them Lettentals. [It was through 
Gike aiken’ Iwas able to write the story. 
| The os woman has lived with the other woman ever since the death of the 
woman's husband. And they have been iiving together ever since. 
Wipe, Whee Beehs lune bond living for so long with the other wanan 2 felt 
quite certain that she could ‘gle mé human touches of the family that would be of 
interest. | 


She siad, "The impression of the whole family is one of saving. The family 


ig very well off compared to soe of the other families living in Osklend. 
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nd money ext-avagantly. ‘hey were so careful of their money 


at a they appesred almost ) stingy. 


"They eat two meals a day. And they do not cat much. And when the son goes 


: ‘to sono the mother gives him just a mere dime for lunch money. And the boy 


ee 


Bs ‘walks home from school in order to save carefars. Fortunately the senool is 
+o 
; ve not very far from the house. 
"he mother in the family was very ambitious. She only been to a fow years 
3 ; 
of ako phen’she was 8 girl. She does sot know much. fvery evening she made 
every one in the family review their work. She herself went as far as to hive 
@ private teacher to teach her the Chinese language. She does not allow her 
gon to go to the motion picture shows. And only on holidays does the boy and 
girl have any euence to go at all. ven then she does not give them enough money | 
to go the first run theatre. And the boys and girls have to go to the second run | 
| theatre." 7 
"whet kind of work did the mother-do?" 


"She goes downto the store in the morning and stays till the evening. ‘The 


~ i 


E Ae, boys and girls go down to the store to eat. The mother does not come home till i 
late in the evening. The boys and giris 20 down to the store and help in the | 
store on Saturdays. After the mother sold her store she sews clothes out at the | 


store in Iisrket Street. 


"She was a very considerste wife. When her husband became sick she stayed 


va) home and took care of him. After she sold the store she spent most of her time 


in studying. ‘hen the husband died he left all of nis money to here Also the 
store he ae to here 
“paring “i time that the mother was working at the sowing occupation the 


: two eldest daughiors helped her in their spare time. The youngest daughter stayed 
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Os 


pee 


h Lome yan cooked their meals and at noon time she would bring.it down to theme" 
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pA meer continued talking about this and that. And because they are 


| tance f PRES. then out. This old woman seems to be a good subject Be 
in a Se hole i gen ead to write a Aire about — 
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We all go to the movies for enjoyment. ile see comedies, 


musical romances, torrid love s s and sentimental tear jer- 


kers, Sometimes we wonder whether t story we see nresented on 


the screen is true to life orn Bedause the story is rresen- 
ted to us through the medium of e silver screen we are bound to 


be skentical in our views\ayG fn our questioning of the story. We 


are all the cinema version of the story in which 
the up all in order that her son could be 
able to live a goo life. We are also tired of the story 
in whic arrives in time to save the heroine from the 


clutching\arms Af the bad, ugly villian. And we saw many times on 
the celluloid the old, old wii of the bad boy of the family who 
later in life became the finest one of all. 

And because the following story of a young man is so similiar 
to the latter version, we can say that the cinema’s vrortrayal of 
life is not entirely false. 

This man was born over here in America fifty-six years ago. 
hen a boy, his father sent him back to live with his grandmother. 
The boy was very disobedient and since his mother was dead the 
father could not control him. | 

The boy at the age of five was one of the naughtiest boys 
in the neighborhood, Whenever he was in one of his angry moods, 


he would snatch at different rieces of furniture and break it all 


ever the rlace. He did not go to school and most of his time he 


synent tramning in the streets doing absolutely nothing. 
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‘The boy's father Gee crene and he did not have time to 
take care of the boy, dnd the boy needed the care of a woman. 

The different friends of the boy's father said to the father that 
all little boys at the young age are like that. and that when the 
boy grew un he would rrobably laugh at his boyhood days. 

The boy did not have a very good education nartly due to his 
own fault and nartly due to the early death of his mother, What- 
ever schooling he had was not of any imrortance to him. It took 
many years before the boy came to know the rrecious time he wasted 
in his early childhood, 

The father's one ambition was to wish that his boy would de- 
vyelon some worthwhile occuration. He sent the little hoe who was 
almost six years old at the time, back to the boy's grandmother, 
And nerhans due to the fact that the boy was among strange peorle 
and in a strange land, he did not dare to be as violent as when he 
was with his father. He settled down in earnest and he studied 
hard. He studied the subject of herbs and the different things 
dealing with the medical profession, He was twenty-six years old 
when he graduated. His grandmother died just at the moment the 
boy was going to be graduated. The death was due to the aged and 
weakened conditton of the grandmother and also to the fact that she 
was too harnvy. 

The herbalist settled down in the city, He lived with his 
aunt, Years later they both became doctors. They stayed in China 


for many years and they made a good living. 
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The aunt took care of women in childbirth. and since Chinese 
meonle have many children she was always busy. 

This bad boy has now turned out to be a successful man. He 
is hard working and intelligent. Any outsider would never have 
guessed that. this same man was once a boy who cut school, broke 
furniture, and trammned around the streets. 

In China after he graduated two years the man married. Six 
years after his marriage he came to the United States. He went in- 
to the herb business and made a great deal of money. Over here in 
America he married a young girl of twenty-two. His first wife in 
China did not bear him any children. And a Chinaman without any 
children was just as common as rink clenhants in Alaska. 

He married the girl and she bore him four children, Three 
girls and a boy. 

The oldest girl is now married and she and her husband are 
Span San Leandro at the nresent time, 

The boy revealed some of the atdcaetanieets strains of his 
father. He was not interested in the school work and he was very 
lazy in the activities of the school (a chin off the old block). 

He always wished to go back to study, He urged his father to 
go but his father would not let him go until the boy had graduated 
from high school. The boy was in the grammar school at the time, 
He knew that he had to wait many years before he could go back. 

After school the boy helrned his father cut un herbs and he 


helned in the delivering of the goods also. 
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fhe boy*s father was suffering from a chronic illness, and 
in the year, 1930 he died as a result of it. His wife sold the herb 
store to another Chinese man. She decided that she would take the 
whole family back to China. Her husband owned many houses back in 
Ghina. And a great quantity of land also. dust when they were 
ready to go, the trouble between the Jananese and Chinese in Shanghai 
pe their plan. They did not know how long it would last. As 
@ result they gave un their pnlan for a year or so, They were all 
prepared and sold most of their furniture. They then took a little 
house and lived there. After the trouble between the Chinese and 
Jdananese ended the family felt safe to go back and they did. 

All this time of waiting was just time wasted for the son, 
Like his father he did not worry what the future held for him. 

He just was not interested in his work. And in his renort 
every semester while he was at school he had very poor grades, 

When he heard that his mother was taking the entire family 
back he was very joyful, He longed to go away. In snite of the 
fact that this boy worked in the drug business he was not at all 
Paeevoated in it. He did not study any srecial subject while at 
school, And his mother had always said that he would never amount 
to anything. Time alone will tell what will hernpen to hin, 

The second girl of the family took a course in cosmetic 
beauty. She intends to oren ur a shor in one of the cities in 
China. The youngest girl of the family did not graduate from the 


grammar school yet. She did not wish to let her mother takeher back, 
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Her mother let her go into San Leandro to live with her sister. 

The family with the excertion of the youngest girl had de- 
rarted for the homeland. They pnlanned to come back here sometime 
in the future. The mother if she does not come back within a 
year, will never be able to come here again. The reason is because 
of anew law. If she finds that conditions back there are good 
and that her daughter could make a nrosperous business out of her 
beauty shon she would stay back there and not have to worry about 
coming back to the United States, 

The members of the family with the exception of the youngest 
one had now denarted for many months. 

Whether the young boy will develor into a successful man re- 
mains to be seen. If he has the courage and will rower of his 
father he will be successful in future life. The mother's plan for 
the boy is to have him go to a school and study. After he has 
commleted his education the mother would let her son come over here 
and go to whatever school he wished, 

The husband of this woman had a flourishing business in 
China. During the last few years it was not so good. And it is 
doubtful if the business will every go back into its former glory. 

The woman who was talking to me was around forty years old. 
She has lived with this family for many years and she knew them 
intimately, It was through her that I was able to write the story. 

The old woman has lived with the other woman ever since the 
death of the woman*s husband. And they have been living together 


ever since, 
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Since this woman has been living for so long with the other 
woman 1 felt quite certain that she could give me human touches of 
the family that would be of interest. 

She said: “Phe impression of the whole family is one of 
saving. The family is very well off comnared to some of the other 
families living in Oakland. They did not srend money extravagantly. 
They were so careful of their money that at times they arreared al- 

.most stingy. 

"They eat two meals a day. and they do not eat much. and 
when the son goes to school the mother gives him just a mere dime 
for lunch money, «and boy walks home from school in order to save 
carfare, Fortunately the school is not so very far from the house, 

"Phe mother in the family was very ambitious, She had only 
been to school a few years when she was a girl. She did not know 
much, Every evening she made every one in the family review their 
work, She herself went as far as to hire a private teacher to teach 
her’: the Chinese language. She did not allow her son to go to the 
motion nicture shows, And only on holidays did the boy and girl 
have any chance to go at all. Even then she did not give them 
enough money to go to the first run theatre. And the boys and giris had 
te go to the second run theatre." 

“What kind of work did the mother do?" 

"She went down to the store in the morning and stayed till 
the evening, The boys and girls went down to the store to eat. 


The mother does not come home till late in the evening. The boys 
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and girls went down to ue store and helped in the store on Sat- 


urdays. after the mother sold her store she sewed clothes out at 
the store on Market Street. 
om "She was a very considerate wife. When her husband became 
sick she stayed home and took care of him. After she sold the 
store she snent most of her time in studying. hen the husband 
died he left all of his money to her. Also the store he left to 
her. | 
Y . 

"During the time that the mother was working at the sewing 
a oceunation the two oldest daughters helned her in their snare time, 
_ The youngest daughter stayed home and cooked their meals and at. 
4 i noon time she would bring it ae to then,” ? 
The old woman continued talking about this and that. And 
because they are not of real importance I left them out. This old 
woman seems to be a good subject for an interview. And sometime 
iater in the future I intend to write a Benes about her if she will 


consent to its 
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We wonder what it is that brings the Chinese over to this 
country. They come over to work, to study, to visit. And some 
say rather nonchalantly, "Because we wanted to." 


This much can be said to be true. People who make a good living 
and have a good job rarely come over here. They are content 

ag long as they have enoug!] They do not want more. When 

we asked a person why he comeX\over he will say that he will 

not come over if he had some dependable sort of work to do back 
in China. "why should we come/\pver when we have work to do?" 
they asked youe™ And we ligte oi and agree and say, too, why? 

the idea that this golden land prom- 


y years of hard work they would be in 
i they first started. 


So it is no wonder that md people .who come over ‘are poor 
people. Perhaps they have 
ised much. But af fter / 


the same positio 


Pore anya are of hecused -of saving money in this country 
and that shey Wlepart they take all of the money ‘tack to 
pend it there. More often: than not the 


accu It is true that some do save enough 
to gy jeir kKgmeland. But in most cases they do not 
leave\ this l@nd millionaires The amount of money they earned 


pserve. The amount is so slight that it could be 
d said to be of no difference. 


My. history teacher used to. Says "Every cent that the foreign 
people earned they deserved. More often than not they 

abe underpaid. They are the pioneers of this country. When , 
the first railroads and canals were built the foreigners were 
the ones who did the hard work. They struggled and they lab- 
ored. The money they got in return was the blood and sweat 

that they poured into their work. They all deserved every cent 
they got.” 


And we have heard, although we can not tell whether it is true 
er not, that in the days of the gold rush Chinese people came 
over to California in tiny junk boats. They braved the dangers 
of the Pacific without any fear. Some perished on the way. 
Others arrived safely. From them some of the present gen- 
erations are descended. 


And we have heard too that every nook and corner in this 
planet---there one would always find sote Chinese people. 
We are a little skeptical about the last statement. 


Many will be surprised to hear that in some of the very 

small villages the people do not know anything about the affairs 
of the outside world. In the little villages surrounded by the 
sky and earth the people live their routime lives generation 
after generation. They make no effort to raise themselves up. 
And while war rages, while dictators get assassinated, while 
political leaders rage back and forth, the little villages 

still stand as serence as ever. America to these people is 

the promised land. They know nothing about the depression. 
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3 They make bold attempts to come over. Some succeeded. Others 
failed. Without doubt, there are many who entered this land 
Rey Bers 


Over here the different people started different trades. The 
most common was the laundry shop. Another was the meat market. 
The food store, the lottery business, and many other professions. 


Some and only a handful perhaps less ‘become rich men like the 
man who owned the chain of. dollar stores 


The typical family ia one of six children, a father and a mother. 
‘They are not supposed to be rich(and that is not strange. With 
‘six children no one can be rich.) The father and the mother 
will be the ones who will work the hardest. The children are 
content to eat and live, not-live task eat as others do. The 
-woman of the house would work and work. They do not seem to 
have any rest. It is no wonder that many of them looked older 
than their years. Their faces become wrinkled and their hair 
gray and thin. They stand all kinds of hard work without any 
complaint. They could stand it. Life to them is work. Work 
to them is life. They make no effort to.change. They worked 
all through the years. And when the sunset of life appeared 
around the corner they gathered up their few belongings and 
depart from the land. Perhaps they do not regret coming over 
here. Perhaps they dos However to die in their own land is 
their wish. Only this way could they die happy. 


And the children: Are they of the same opinion’ No. America 
is home. to, then. They are born here, raised here, studies here, 
oo and thrived here. Life for them is not allwork. But work, 

' “with a little pleasure. They live in the western manner... They 
ic, om not. like the old villagers who are content to stay the same 
year after year. life goes forward and the youth'shall lead 
the way. They are the new generation. A little more educated. 

A little more forward. They become the leader of the family. 


How many of their parents know geometry, or chemistry, or 
science, or arti! Today the sons and the daughters are the ones 
who know such things. They feel superior to their parents in 
away. Today who is it. that decide what to buy, where to put 
it, what color it shall be? Truly,not the parents, but. the 
children. 


. Se that leads us to the following storys 
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y are both young. Yet they already have six children. 
se ee boys and three thousand dollars gold. In other words, 

- three gals. The very; very formal way of calling girls in the 
_ Chinese language is thousand dollars gold. Probably the ex- 
pression started in the olden times. In olden days, and today 
too, the groom before he gets married has to pay a certain sum 
of money to the girl's mother before he could be married. Some 
of them paid as much as a thousand dollars for a wife. So 

that even today the expression still lingers on. The girls are 
still called thousand dollars gold(are they worth that much?) 
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The man if forty-two. His wife is forty. Born in China, both 
of them. They've been through twenty years of married life. 

The oldest girl is twenty-two. Now, don't be shocked. It's 
just Chinese arithmetic. A Chinese baby is one year old when 
he is born. Sometimes two. The reason why, I don't know. This 
might explain why so many lived to such old old ages. And the 


oe children are ali born in the California sunshine. 
a ' Yet despite that, one of the children died from an illness when 
he was still .a baby. - : 


a The man of the family had been through all sorts of conditions, 
me? He had been rick, poor, broke, and in debt. And’ probably to 


2 balance that, he had‘been a business man, a cook, a store owner, 
1 a lottery man, a clerk, and last but not least a father. 
7 pits) The man belonged to the certain type of person who was always 
Beebe moving. He lived in Oakland, Berkeley, Vallejo, but never in i 
. San Franciseo. He just no likee San Francisco. Or rather the | 
vi children do not’ like to live over there. . 
Liles i 
et : i 4 
ay Many years ago a man and his wife landed in the city of San : 
ve Apia # 


Francisco. They knew a few friends over there. But they. came 
over to Oakland to live. Here, three children are torn to 
them. The other three children are born in different places, I 
mean in different cities. 


- wife to the man and woman was just ordinary. Work, eat and 
i sleep would probably cover the whole subject completely. In 
ae the meantime the children are growhng up. The oldest child is ib: 
~~ a girl; the second is a boy; the third, a girl; the fourth is at 
a boy, the fifth, a boy, and the sixth is a girl because there iy 
> is no other sex. The fourth child was the unfortunate one who 
died. : 


To support the family the father started a little grocery store 
1S in Oakland. The store made enough for expenses. It was only 
+ during the month of July that the store could be said as making 
_ @ great deal of money. Why! Because July is the month in 


tbh eked Reh Ghbughe tt» 160 abh4 ne! wage 1aBy Yap, FO seek fina. 


ose ew 


mm tn 6 die 


+ OO mir" hb 4, AK rae F 
Eb Aedes et ES 
bie ee litter cere Gaus 
iy el MH tae ae, a 
WO sues ua 
adi i '; r F' - 
f . if 
tk vi Bae Te eg | 
( awe meee 4 
i ' ~ ‘ 
t , 7 “a3 ; 
hs r ‘ 
, 
. hI Piper Lea f 
BA ei ef * f f 
j ar , 
b . iJ ’ Lt) I { 
; PL &) fy fit ed if 
ry ‘ L 4 
vey 4 r 
a { 
f a ’ 
t ; { F cy ; 
’ ‘ . +! 
au 4 
‘ 4 
gs ¥ f ‘ 
FE i 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ % 
! , Wy Bu P 
j P g ae | 2 iat wc ibm ‘ itt 
ri [ a bie Oe i 3 mins ff ates! ve OI 5B, 
ane oe mein Pe jnae © Y 4 
. LE tytn’ enero th 0§ Bete fla Q Vine seen ear Ops: 
P , r pd by PRs) a 
: OE (beryl , Pear bl Mie aie ae rere wi ae 
‘ # ean thoy CA aoe 
Me as 7 Ay rehty Oe } bs ra 
wh od ; os 
+ > ah 
’ Ci a ry ane is y) oP 6) 8h bp ta] {% kant Bee Ee 
; a), . fal 
a r og Pi vo ET ae: Mim } y * y 
, ne [thy eet: elk! eee” ae CC mate cag” ‘b Lt, 
ae Pe ais ae: phils a ia 
| / cs bios nate Moats sete oie 
. ic. at fe . 
, ; f, 4 iy ; at BY bito.9 98: mint? 


Mi Zita 


> 
sof July the store made more money than four ordinary mee nee 


ee: Gather finally bought a house with the money he saved UD 

- He sold the little grocery store to another man. He got a job 
as a cook in a little corner store. There for three years he 
slaved in the heat of the little stuffy kitchen. By doing this 
work he soon gained enough experience that three years later 
he started a restaurant of his own. 


| He opened a restaurant in Oakland. It was a failure. Com- 
‘aa petition was too great. He sold his house and moved into Vallejo. 
Wy te There he opened a restaurant and it was a better success. 


Because the children wanted to go to the Berkeley schools the 
father moved out. After the graduation of the older children 
the father again went into Vallejo to live. 


\ 


The father learned the English language by ear. ‘He never 

." studied English at school or at home. But by contact with English 
aie speaking people he learned the language. And it is not a difficult 
Be thing to do. Many people learned by this method. They might not 
write well but at least hhey could speak it. . 


So that today the father is the one who does all of the speaking 
in the business. His work today is that of a cook. He is still 
interested in the restaurant business. It is not a huge place 
he Fs, to accommodate great crowds, but a little eating place where one can 
Bis |. eat with comfort. The man does all of the cooking. The wife does 
ae the washing of the dishes and the pots and pans. he girls are 
‘the waitresses. . There is no rushing or hurrying because Lt, Le mot 
- necessary. j 


The son, he graduated last Sort, got a steady job He’ gets pretty 
good wages too. 


_The youthful days of the man were just like any other little boy. 
There were years of. school. And he did a little work when he was 
a young man. 


and then be trip here and the different jobs “that he did. 

ay. And so today we find him a cook. Perhaps it would never make much 

4 difference if he had not come over. But it did make a great deal of 

_ # gifference,to the children. Here, they have an opportunity 

Les pat important things which they will surely miss if they 

| BO ad Perhaps it is for the best that the father 

America. 41t benefited the children temendously. 
-ailrove born back there, they would probably be Me ; 
ages. And life for them would probably be more 
sOxgay.and carefree as over here. 


been eite the fact that ina few days the city of 
el. the arrival in that city of the gen- | 
aa repulsed the Japanese at Shanghai. There © 
eaptsh and celebration. Many who heard ebony a 


JED seed ae will have a chance to see him in person. The 
general 48'taking the fear as a sort of visiting hae Nothing 
official about He Pe 


Laas, “over here have a tee to see a celebrated person who won 

» the admiration of the people’ by this billiant display of military 
strength’ at Shanghai not so long ago. We will have a chance to 
talk to him, perhaps we can acquire an autograph. 


Ir we. were Livihg | th the oe hamlets back in China we would never 
have ,a- ‘chance to ‘see him. We can assume, and rightly too, that some 
of the places in Greater China probably do not know anything about 

_ this general or what papeeded that made him so famous. 


The man is going to invite the general to Atiner if possible. 


What we are trying to point out is that we, over here,. separated 
from China by the Pacific Ocean, have a grand. opportunity of seeing 
the general while back in China in their own land the people would 
Roos Ry never have a chance to see hin. 


Many years from now the man would probably be still working as a 
cook, And the wife will still be with him. No chance of divorce 
here. They are not like the Hollywood stars who marry three or 
four times a year. 


We are still in doubt as to why they came over. We try to make it 
as clear as possible. If anyone waiced us to explain, we 
will nonchalantly say, Why? 
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ie, Page #1 | 
Ignorance ' CY 


Ignorance gives us the meaning that not knowing anything 
is being ignorant. 


We who are born in America know that "La Traviata" is an 
opera, that "One Night of Love" is the current smash hit. 
We know too that Gréta Garbo is a Swefle and that she is 
accused of starting the+expression of|\"I tank I go home." 
We knew that Shelly is any importany poet. That Hamiet 


- is considered a perfect play. /‘Thaf Anithony Adverse is a 


best seller. That Shirley Temple/is the newest cinema 
sensation. We know too that the earth revolves around 
the sun, that there is a possivility that some sort of 
life exists on the p =n6 | Mars, and that man was once 

a savage roaming around e earth with the dinosaurs for 
companions. 


We consider ouselvea as brilliant and intelligent because 
we know a\ll these h} ES e consider anyone who do not 
know these important things as ignorant, 


This man is\eallJéd an ignorant man by his friends because 
he had never been to school. He does not know one Chinese 
word from another and he could not write Chinese at ali. 


To a Chinese man, we, who do not know what the twenty- 

one treaties were, or how many provinces there are in 
China(if there are any left) are considered ignorant in 
their point of view. ‘So we have come to the conelusion 

that just because we know more than someone else does not 
mean that we are smarter. If we do not know as much as the 
other fellow, that does not mean that we are ignorant. It's 
simply a matter of we know and we don't know, 


What does a Chinese man care about the formation of matter. 
What care they if matter is composed of molecules and that 
molecules are composed of atoms and that atoms are composed 
of positive and negative particles. What does it matter 

if water is composed of oxygen and hydrogen, two of the most 
important elements of nature. Or what does it matter if 
there are two different kinds of elements. The discovery 
of heavy water was made possible because a brilliant 
scientist believes that hydrogen has a heavier isotobe. 


It doesn't matter if Dostoievsky wrote "Crime and Punishment", 
It isn't of any importance if "Notre Dame of Paris" is called 
one of the masterpieces of the world, 


For of what importance are these things to them? They never 
heard of them and they probably would not care to know, 


We appreciate the works of Hugo, Shakespere, Wordsworth, 
Dumas, Voltaire and Maupassant. Not because we are high- 


ay es a 
sivom son net gat tasom oat 


’ ‘ te ; i" ay 
% at wih on 1 » ae a ee en x - 4 p h Pe 
| tf "“statver?® 21” suutt wort sottomA ok ox 
is, “eh vunds niacin oem i ie ee » © oo. ae er ~— oe 
+t inoeen Gmemnyo efit af "eval Fo tJaali on0 


¢ 
gw at odtad atgap < tent ‘ook 


i a a BR Re 4 
« EKO Ct daet T"/lko wotesenqxeredd anidrede to." 
th Ses v9 Se c Mergen k” ite et viteds tof 
y . trA «Tela toe treq » batueil 109 8 
r » Sten eT ws tml toffee. da) 
DisF OY ey t Ea tat ood wor of  ,adbdped 
to. dvoe datos v TULCLSi Rem # eat etems tact 
OO BRW Ff if 8am ty ont 20 
Lis : ~ Be ciypote Rete 
: 
| 
Wee 3 Fan ‘ tif pr 3 Movisave 
" p i 
f a 
F TAH LENOG OW shania 4 a Gal ¢ 
ctratonnt ze sgtdy thetroqgme devel of 


8 mn TOM Boop @ ~Loodoer oo seed teren Souk nd 

ifs da eeontd’ etlaw ton Binoo ed baa temyota mots ple 
: ; eure 

aceaitabally heciehadll if don ob odw ,ow yitam esemtdd & OF 

nt ere erent sesmivorq yas oa 19 , OTe pair ore eno 
inearcink beveblesos eta (Stel ts exe oterd Bh) aah 4 

iv oO ms 4. tog *t 7) 


» . ae ee minrernAnAana 
a ‘TQ nS OW 9asseaood cant 


. nes - : tact 4 "aie 
" 1 ~) + wha a t vl LO wi aay. 
. : Eta ) "20 Mem OhOM. ref RB heeeet 
+ 4 “~ F, 


wit Die aglrroat S Dee a1 et 3 Sm aay Ayer, STso 
OCMOn s mote gad? bos emove To Dheecgmoo ete beineat 
tom thr esoh vant ReaLolemd evi BR 0k ‘bas, evitieo i 
hae fa” Xx iS ,negorhgdt Dre copyxo to Dboaequoa at tpt aw 
E Pj tt eeob Janw sO .«.etnsan Io admome ale taunsetoge 
' ,stoomele To shat Ine LOPTLD owd OTe OLE ag 


i Pit hese » euunmoed sfidieseq ehan aan ‘Todew Yveot 
,edodost welvaod # tad negoriyd dadd mewetied te tstone bs 
: " ay, | 
» tootdelauT base omiacd” stow yteveltoteod Sr tot? dig 


polfes et “atest to amed exdoh” Sf sanaesxo quak ag % 
| ,binow edt Io 2 Aen srl uy 


veven yetf Ymodd oF agatdd ered, ots pee pat ‘ cz 
~wout ot easo ton Bileow ieee Noa bow 9 


, ted ROR fat 


+ 


eaueo ed “golt 


Page #2 iy ame 


Ignorance 


browed or cultural, but because we are taught to like them 
and we do. 


If this man were taught in the American schools and given 
the same kind of education we had, would he not too know 
that Lady Macbeth is one of the most despicable woman to 
know. He would know where the expression, "To be or not 
to be - that is the question," came from, would he not? 

He would know that Main Street is a Nobel prize winner and 
that Bobbie Grayson is an all-American halfback, 


Unfortunately the man is not taught in the American schools 
and he does not know these things, but that does not mean 
that he is ignorant. He is perhaps bright in his own way. 


So now the story of an "ignorant man" starts. 


He did not have any education because he never had the 
opportunity to learn. His parents were poor land folks. 
The moment that the boy could work the parents made him go 
to work on the land, and the entire boyhood of the young 
man was working on the dirt, sweating under the sun. 


When he was of age the father found a wife for him. A wife 
who could help with the toils of hard work. A wife who 
could raise a big family. 


Getting two persons to marry is one of the easiest things 
to do in China. @here are many old women who do tht sort 
of things and they are called go-between, The man 

was finally married to a woman, 


The man saved every cent he got. He wanted to come to 
America. For many years he worked in the land that his 
father gave to him. When he came over, he sold the square 
of land to a friend of his. When he arrived in America all 
the money that he had was the amount that he saved up and 
the money he received for the land he sold, 


He went into the country to work upon arrival here. One 
of his cousins owned a ranch in Walnut Grove. 


The man lead a sort of farm life. Work was hard but the 
man was used to it. His wife was in China all this time. 
She lived with her mother. For many years the man worked 
on the ranch. As of old he saved his money. Soon he 

got enough money and he brought his wife over here to 
live. The wife helped him with the work, The had three 
children. One boy and two girls. ‘ 


During this time the man learned how to drive the automobile. 


He went to the neighborly cities and towns to deliver the goods, 
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i Page #5 is G 
gnorance 


After many years in the country the husband managed to make 
a great deal of money and he decided that it is about time 
that he should enjoy himself. He moved out to Oakland to 
live. And he had stayed here ever since. Since the man 
was not well educated he did not find a good job. He 

was hired by a laundry shop for one year. He wanted a 
better job and he left the laundry shop, 


When this man came out to Oakland, he gave up driving an 
automobile, Out here in the cities the traffic is more 
concentrated and the chances of not running into an accident 
is very slin.. 


Besides the man do not understand the signals and signs 
of the city: He would not drive an automobile in the 
city for any amount of money. 


When he came out to Oakland he sold his ranch to a buyer. 
Of course he did not get as much as he wished but he 
wanted to get rid of the place and he sold it. Another 
man offered him a higher price for the place, but the man 
did not sell it to him beeause he was not as closely 
related to him as the other man who offered him a lower 
‘price. 


The man sold the ranch and the old tin can which was once 
an automobile. The whole family came out to Oakland and 
for the first few weeks they lived with the husband's 
relatives. 


Afterwards the husband rented a house. The rent was very 
cheap and he could afford it. The wife sewed clothes 

as at that time that was the only thing that was open 

to the woman, 


For the first months the man could not find a job that was 
suitable to him. He could not do any job that demanded 
a understanding of the languages. 


Finally he got a job in a meat market. The man was strong. 
His job was to carry the cows and pigs that were already 
slaughtered into the meat market. This job demanded great 
strength and the man could do it as he was used to hard 
labor. 


He worked for five years at the job and he left and went 
to another store to work. But by this time the man had 
acquired a great deal of knowledge. That is, he could 
speak English and write a little. His new job was a much 
easier job. All he had to do was to deliver bills and 
collect money. He got better wages and the job was not 
so hard. He is still working at that store, 


He had a narrow escape not so long ago because of the strike, 
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Page #4 
Ignorance 


It was Saturday and Saturday was always a busy day. The 
store was opened at nine o'clock in the morning. Suddenly 
from out of the streets from nowhere appeared a group 

of communists. All were men. They gathered around the 
meat market. The group of radicals were around forty years 
ef age. There were about thirty or forty of them. The 
people who worked in the store knew that trouble was at 
hand. Just the night before, the See Hoy Low, the Pekin 
Low and the Asia Low were molested by a group of men. 
Perhaps the same group that was staring today at the 
windows of the meat market. The boss gave the order that 
if any of the men from outside should make trouble, then 
the workers in the store should not bry to resist then 
because the group was so large. 


Suddenly out of the thin cold air the crackling of glass 
could be heard. A stone brick was flying through empty 
space. The critical moment had arrived. The group of 
men lead by two savage men rushed into the store. 


There were shouts and o&ths hurled everywhere. All of the 
workers immediately ran out of the store. One men try to 
resist the group of men. He was badly hurt and almost 
killed. 


This man, whom we are writing about, was a little late in going 
out of the store. He received a terrific blow fron one 

of the communists. However, he was wise enough to try 

not to hit back, For he was wise enough to know that the 
looters were not fooling. No sir. So he escaped before 
other men could deliver any more blows. The whole store 

was looted, The men carried away as much of the godds 

that they could carried. Scales costing hundreds of dollars 
were badly smashed, Meanwhile spectators in the streets 
were watching the whole scene with staring eyes. They 

could hardly believe their eyes. The workers of the store 
#tood there helpless doing absolutely nothing. When the 
group of men departed the store was in a mess. Windowns 
were smashed, tables upturned, and meat missing. The man 
that was badly hurt was carried away to the hospital for 
treatment, 


The store lost around a thousand dollars because of this 
one happening. But what coul@ be done. Many restaurmts 
around Chinatown suffered the same thing. The store was 
elosed for one week. During that time new windows were 
put in and new scales were bought. 


There were all kinds of troubles. 


For that month no one in the store received any wages. 


The man explained why. 
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Page #5 
Ignorance 


"Someone had to pay for the loss. So a plan was put up. 
Everyone of the workers agreed not to receive any wages for 
that month. It was because of the cooperation of everyone 
that the. store was able to continue, 


Ss 
"It was a blow to everyone to have this happened. Who would 
have thought that the strike would affect us so. It was 
indeed fortunate that the strike was over so quick, If 
it had continued over a period of time we would not know 
what would have happened to the store. 


"Just because of a little trouble the store lost almost a 
thousand dollars, If trouble were to happen for one whole 
week, the store would be completely ruined. And probably 
everyone concerned would have lost his job. Fortunately 
it did not happen. 


"In times of upheaval we do not know what to do. I sometimes 
wondered why it is so hard to make an easy living. There 
always seems to be trouble. If it isn't this then it's that. 


"In China I used to see people struggling along to make a 
living. They had many children but they seemed to be 
content and happy. 


"I came over because I wanted to work here. I suppose most 
Chinese come over to work. We hear so much about America 

fhat we are influenced by the talk and something is always 
urging us to come here. And now that we are here we know 

that this is a fine country. In China men are like machines. 
Most of the hard work which are done by machine here are still 
done by hand in China today. 


"We who come over here lead a more leisurely and easy life 
than the farmers in the remote sections of China. 


"I think that when China becomes stronger and brought up to 
date then the poor people would not havé to work so hard, 
People would be able to have higher wages and living con- 
ditions would improve considerably. Then perhaps not so 
many would have to come over to this country to work." 


For a so-called ignorant man the man was quite intelligent, 
He is one of the many Chinese man who did not receive 
schooling in their youth. He is working and making a living. 
And he is educating himself because of his contacts with | 
people. And now after ten long years in America, he find 
that he can speak English and could write a little. 


So he is not $0 ignorant after all. For under his head 
there is a brain. 
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A Story 


~ * 
gon Lee. 


There are all kinds of laws in this land of ours. Perhaps 
the most complicated of them all are the immigration laws. 
They change almost every year, a more often than milady 
fashions. 


The laws managed to keep out too many foreigners who 
otherwise would crowd this golden state to capacity. 


But this young man was one of those fortunate who came 
over before the law was changed. He is the son of the school 
teacher whom I wrote about not so long ago. In former years 
a teacher has the right to bring a son over according to the 
law. 


Twenty seven years ago a little chubby boy was born in a 
little village in China. There was great rejoicing. For the fa- 
ther and mother were celebrating the arrival of the second son. 
The mother had already given *irth to a son and a daughter. Now 
the gods were good.and a second son was being blessed for their 
happiness. 


And the name of the boy was immediately placed in the 
honorable book of the family known as the family tree book. 
Here in the yellow, dusty, aged pages were contained the names 
of the fathers, grandfathers, great grandfathers, grandmothers 
and great grandmothers and names of ancestors reaching at least 
five hundred years backward. Everyone who was born from the same 
. man had one of these books. Fathers copied the names out of the 
original. And their fathers copies it fromtheir fathers. And 
every time that a member of the same family gave birth to a son 
or if a member of the family got married their names will be 
added to the long list of names to add to the glamour of posterity. 


There still lingered in the memory of the young man many 
episodes of his childhood days. He remembered that he had a hard 
time learning to hold the chopsticks correctly. He never had 
conquered the correct way of holding them as yet. People still 
laughed at him at the odd way in which he holds them. Therefore 
whenever he had a meal he used a knife and fork. Picture a man 
eating rice and holding a knife and fork. 


School, Years of it. He was thoroughly trained in the 
studies of the old classics. Even though he studied in a private 
school the father was a great help in the education of the boy. 

The father was in America most of his. time. But in the time that 
he was back in China he helped the boy with his studies. On one of 
his trips back to the homeland the father brought the boy over. 
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The father planned to have the boy attend an engineering 
school. However, before he sent the boy to the University of 
Michigan, the boy was obliged to work. He saved most of his 
money and with it he managed to pay his expenses at school. 

- But before he went to schbol the boy took a course in English 
speaking. He was not quite familiar with the language. During 
the school semesters the boy worked at odd jobs. He graduated 
in 1927. He went to another shcool. He graduated there with 
high honors. 


The young man has a good command of the English language 
but he has a very faulty pronounciation. He speaks Chinese with 
a sort of poetic quality. He could write beautifully. He uses 
wise sayings instead of orinary words. Knows a tremendous amount . 
of famous oid epigrams. Uses them in his conversation. In Chinese 
speech the trite epigrams are considered the test. Inthe English 
language it is best to avoid triteness in speech and in writing. 
Not so in Chinese. The older the saying is the better edueated 
yourare considered. Many of the old epigrams were handed down 
from centuries ago. Today a student who could use and understmd 
the wise sayings is always looked upon as one wihh a good education. 


The man does not indulge in any sort of physical exercise. 
He is only of slight build but strong and sturdy. 


His father had always said that under no circumstances 
would he allow his son to become a teacher. The father said 
that the students are getting dumb and more dumb each year. 

And that if a student did not learn to the complete satisfaction 
of the parents the school and the teachers are the ones to be 
blamed. He pointed out the fact that years ago students were 
stud ing twice as many subjects as today. The students in those 
_ days went to the English schools also. They had little difficulty 
-in finishing their work. But the students today are different. 
They could not finish their work if there is too much. Because 
of that the school dropped many of the not so important subjects 
but still the pupils complained that the work was too much for 
them. 


The school increased its size because of the number of 
new studdnts. And one person could not take care of the teaching. 
So the son is now helping the father with his teaching. The son 
teaches the small boys and girls while his father teaches the 
older boys and girls. 


The son is a civil engineer. He is an expert architect. 
During his last trip back he aided in the building of a dam. In 
his scrapbook he keeps account of all of the modern engineering 
‘a feats. It is the duty of an engineer to keep track of all the 
4 modern improvements in the world of science. At the present 
. time he is making notes and collecting pictures of the Golden 
1 Gate Bridge in his scrapbtok. 
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_ The man has a hobby. He is an expert photographer and 
also an expert developer of pictures. He learned how to develop 
photographs from a friend of his. The finished product compared 
quite favorably with those of the commercial companies. 


Many times he has friends who asked him to help to develop 
pictures. And he always obliged. If a great quantitiy of pictures 
were to be developed the total amount in cost would be very slight. 
It is foolish to develop a few pictures at a time. The wise thing 
to do is to develop a great amount at a time. In cases where he 
had one or two films to develop the man would wait until he had 
other pictures from other friends before he would go ahead and 
develop the. 


He has a whole box of photographs which contained. scenes 
of every single place that he has visited. Niagara Falls, 
Yellow Stone Par, Washington Mohument, Lincoln's Monument, 
Grand Canyon and many other famous sites. He visited all of 
' the famous parks in America, 


His father believed that traveling is one of the fincst 
ways Of acquiring education. He urged the son to travel as 
much as he can. Someday the son wishes to travel around the 
world and visit all of the strange and haunting sites that 
he reads so much about. He would like especially to visit 
the remote interior of China. Tibet, the land of the Lamas. 
Mongolia, the primitive frontier. He had never been out: of 
Canton. 


In the years that had gone by the family was very very -rich. 
That was in the time of the boy's grandfather and great grand- 
father. The family is by no means poor now, but the grandeur 
that was once is no more now. Like the tidal waves that go 
up and down so does the different generations follow suit. 
The fortune acquired by the fathers would be spent by the son. 
And the grandson would probably store up a fortune that would be 
spent by his son. And so on and on and on. 


‘Many families started from the land. There they worked 
and slaved year &fter year. Little by little they worked 
themselves upward until the grandson of the man who worked on 
the land will be a business man. 


As far as this man remembered he knew that he is descended 
. from a very rich grandfather. And his grandfather descended 
from a rich father. Probably in the the dim, dim past the an- 
cestors were poor people working on the land. And by sheer work 
and labor they raised themselves up so that today not one of the 
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descendaents is a farmer. The man does not know definitely the 
history of his ancestors. He hears a little from his father and 
a little from his grandfather but it was not enough for his to 
really know the actual history of the familys 


It is interesting to know the rise and fall of the 
different families but at the same time it is one of the most 
difficult things to do. Because nobody keeps track of it. 
The only possible way in which a person could know anything 
about his earlier ancestors is by mouth chatter. And this 
method is one of the most undependable. Many many important 
things are lost this way. By the time the late generations 
come along they will know nothing about their earlier folkds. 


I can say that in my case what I know about my earlier 
folks is next to nothing. And doubtless with other families 
the same holds true. 


This man took up engineering because his father told him 
to do it. The father believes that art and music and other 
subjects are worthwhile. But in view of the fact that the 
homeland is so far behind in time and position, the rest thing 
to do is to have people who could help in the building up of 
the country. 


The man said, "It is not so easy to be a civil engineer. 
Especially if one hopes to make a living of it in China. One 
has to know all the terms in both English and Chinese accurately. 
That is very necessary as many do not know the English language. 


"There was once a boy whom I knew who took up a course 
in engineering. He went back to China. He got a job. But 
he cid not know how to express the English equivalent in the 
Chinese. The fact that he did not know the Chinese language 
is the deciding factor of his unemployment today. 


"Acgivil engineer is a conqueror of the elements. He 
is bringing the elements of nature under his control. He is 
a fighter, a builder, in order that industry and commerce and 
traffic may be more easily carried on. He designs, locates, 
and builds dams, railroads, skyscrapers, and if there is a 
barrier in the way he takes care of that. 


"He constructs dams, builds inland waterways, for the 
purpose of irrigation and water power. All of these works 
come under the supervision of the civil engineer. 


"Our country could use many more engineers. We need people 
who could speak the Chinese and English language. The time will 
come when the Chinese could build bridges and dams by themselves 
without the aid of any outsider. 


"Our country is slow. Too slow to match the pace of ‘the ever 
changing world. Our people is too patient. They are ever content 
to let things go as they are. We must move, we must hurry, we must 
build if we do not wish to be lost in the kaleidoscope that is time. 
Times are changing fast. The slow countries will be the ones who 
wétitisuffer most. The polictial situation all over the world is 
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‘getting to be critical. The affairs and the happenings in the last 
‘few years are like a cavalcade yet through it all sounds the mighty 


tread of history march. 


"What we need now is civil engineers, mining engineers, bankers, 


and people familiar with the business and economical side of 


industry. The art and music and other miscellaneous and less important 
subjects could come later but at the present time we need to build 
and change as rapidly as possible if we wish to avoid falling into 


the abyss of destruction.” 


Thus did he end his stirring hut interesting speech. I was 
aroused by the fiery way in which he spoke. Perhaps in the future 
the next best thing that I could do is to take a course in engin- 
eering. 
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The Strange Woman ) nA oe Bes 
eeal Mies” ‘ Ska 


id fis ago there was a certain woman who used to be seen in 


the + Elecets of Chinatown. She was dressed in a very fantadic costume. 


‘On’ her head she tied a red handkerchief that was very big. Too big 


even for Jimmy Durante. 
She did not walk on the sidewalks. ghd she walked on the 
streets where the automobiles and bus pasd¢ unceasingly. She 


wore @ dark and ver LV} ak oY | She never wore shoes, 


which was covered with a hesyy fe of burlap. 

On rainy days\she wore 23 great big straw hat shaped Like a 
pancake with a pyramid effect. It was very big and it served as 
an umbrella. 

Whenever this woman walked on the streets everyone stared at 
her, even the Chinese people. 

It was the same old woman who told me about her former boss 
who told this story. 

This is a strsnge world. There are all kinds of strange and 
unbelievable things and people. We sometimes think that the drama 
that human beings enact is more fascinating than the brain work of 
any fanous author. 

Most anyone.knowsabout this strange wouan. This woman used 
to walk on the streets of Chinatown looking neither to the left or to 
the right. She walked and walked. Her face was Toe the sun. 
Her hair was never combed. Always rain or shine she had the big red 
j kerchief on her head. 

She was once a beautiful and rather charming woman. But some- 


thing happened that was destined th throw her into the depts of human 
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sufferings. I sometimes wondered if she herself knew what had happened 
to her. 

When I was small about six or seven years of age I remembered 
seeing this woman walking around town. ‘The last time I saw her was 
about eight or nine months ago. She was the same woman with little 
or no change. 

I remembered not so long ago either that 1+ saw her at tre Seventh Sy». 
with a pail. She was getting water from the perks drinking fountain 
to bring home to use. She was a daily visitor to that park. 

She ased a lot of water. Why no one knew. She lived in a house 
with a very old woman who could hardly talk. ‘That old woman was 
alone and this ‘oye woman was alone. Both were quite strange. 

They lived in an old house which was very dark. Absolutely no sun- 
light penetrate into this quiet dwelling. Often when I passed in the 
strests I looked up at the window and saw the two old woman sunning 
themselves. They were an odd couple. So strange and so far apart 
from the rest of the world. 

This stranze woman could not speak. She talked with audible 
but not understandable sounds. She reminded one very much of Quasi- 
modo, the hunchback in the story,"Notre Dame de Paris. 

She was a woman,but she appeared like a creature. Like offe of 
the witches of the olden days. If one had never met her and suddenly 
met her on a dark street, one would think he was seeing an apparition 
from the world beyong. 

It was about twelve years ago on a dark night that changed every- 
thing in the life of this woman. 

It was nothing strange that happened. But it did enough damage. 


It was the turning point of this womans career. 
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That woman was living right next to the Shrimp Company at that 
time. At that time the Company was owned by the former boss. He 
had been in business for many many years. 

The story of this woman is very strange and rather unbelievable, 
but it is absolutely true and told by an another woman who knew this 
woman very well indeed. 

It happened that the group of old women were gossipping again 
as usual. i happened to hear\ an old woman speaking about this strange 
womane Immediately I made her tell the story as complete as possible. 

She talked and the group of women listened even though they had 
heard it many time. 

I was anxiously waiting for the story to begin because 1 wondered 
many times about this woman. Here at last the truth story is told. 

And so lend me four ears. 

"In China in the olden days children, mostly girls were kidnapped 
whenever no one watched over them. These kidnapped girls were then 
sent to foreign countries or they stayed in China under the manage- 
ment of the kidnappers. 

"After these girls were taken away from their parents at an 
early age they wefe sold over to people who made it their business 
to train the girls for a lewd and licentious life. 

"About forty years ago this woman, when she was a girl, was one 
of the victims to be kidnapped by the group of kidnappers. By one 
way or the other she was sneaked into this country. At that time 
she was about six or seven years of age. 

"She was sold to a woman for a large amount of money. ‘The girl 
was trained to be a toy for men. Zhe woman who bought this girl 


was the manager of her. 


(4) 
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"The girls who were sold were usually beautiful and young. These 


girls could not do anything about it. They had no friends nor relatives 


here they knew. They had to do what they were told or else they starved 


to death. 

"The young girl grew up and soon she was old enough to start 
making money. The manager took her around to the different cities 
and not long afterwards she arrived in the city of Uakland. Men 
were crazy about her. 

"The young girl continued with this sort of life for many 
years. The manager was still taking care of her. But this kind 
of life was beginning to show itself in the appearance of the girl. 
As the years went by she was losing much of her beautiful.looks. 

But nevertheless many men were crazy about her. Especially one. 

"One night the old woman was away to the city. ‘he young lady 
came home. Alone. She was living on a very dark street. She was 
Opening the daor when suddenly she saw a dark shadow behind her. 

She turned around and there was a man with a lusty look on his face. 
She had never seen this man before. The man took all of her jewels 
and money and then forced his way into the house. The lady was 
about to scream when a gin suddenly loomed in.front of her. She 
could do nothing. 

"Phe man forced the lady inside. The lady tried to repulse® 
but it was of no avail. ‘The hours passed by. Stars came out and 
the night glided silently on. The o1d woman was still in the city. 

"Fhe man came out of the house at a late hour taking all of 
the jewelry and money. 

. "The next morning the old woman came home. She found the yoang 


lady in a sad and gloomy appearance. Her clothes were all torned 
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and her hair all disarranged. Her eyes held a hollow look. Like 
the eyes of one who had seen a ghost and had not recovered from the 
shock... 

"From that day on the lady was not the same. She seemed to 
have lost her mind. She avoided men. They no longer were a fas- 
Gination. Then as the days went on she lost her voice. She could 
not speak clearly, but she conld make audible sounds like an animal. 
she did not care how she looked. ‘he no longer used powder nor 
rouge which wdre once so effective in luring men to her. 

"She was like a crazy maniac. She dressed up in odd-looking 
Glothes. Then as the years went by, She was a faded flower who no 
longer had the satin smoothness of youth. At this time the manager 
left her. She, the strange woman, was,longer of use to the manager. 
The strange woman was left alone without any money or home. | 

"She was later driven out into the cold streets with no one 
to help her. , | 

"Now it happened that the boss's wife took pity on this woman. 
The wife let the strange woman worked in the shrimp business. Picking. 
She made from fifteen to twenty cents in seven or eight hours work. 
She did not get any pay. Instead the wife let her eat at the place. 

| Ay tabave ed 

"And sometimes the strange woman help the wife fedived goods 
with a child's coaster. | 

"The strange woman was living then with another strange old 
woman. The rent was very very cheap and the wife helped her paid 
it each month. Years after years. Months after months. Days after 
days the strange woman continued with this life. © 

"She never is seen without that red kerehief on her head, 


Even when she walked on the streets she talked to herself all the 
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te time. She rarely walked on the sidewalks. She as a rule walked 

on the streets. She did not care a thing about automobiles. When 

the cars passed by she paid no attention whatsoever. At night she 
played with water why no one knew. Une month she used over ten dollars 
worth of water. From then on the old Aady who lived with her always 
locked the kitchen at night. 

"Then the strange woman went to a néarby park to get her water. 
The parkman there even helped her. iinen the parkman was not at the 
park she used a little drinking cup to get the water. She filled the 
cup up and then poured the water into the pail. It was slow and tedious 
work, but the woman did it everyday for years. She made two or three 
visits each day to the park. 

"Sometimes on rainy dsys she would come to the wife's place 
and get water. The wife always gave it to her. what she did with 
it, no One knew. 

"The woman was a very slow worker. She could not pick shrimps 
quick at all. while she was picking she was always humming and mutter- 
ing strange sounds to herself. She never made more than a guarter a 
day. | 

"Whenever anyone of the workerks tried to talk to her she did 
pe at Ee attention to them. She just went on humming and mutter- 
ing as though there were. no one around her. On the streets she stared 
at people. She shook her head up and down while walking. She was 
28 lost woman. | 

"She never went anywhere. She stayed in this city ever since 
that unforgettabld night. She had very few friends. But no one 
went to see her. Day in and day out she went to the park or to 


the company to get water. 
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"And as the years went by she was getting old. der face be- 
came dry and sallow.. Her body lean and bony. She was just a shell 
but still alive. At this time she complained about pains on her 
hips and spine. She refused to see a doctor. She doctored nerself 
with goose quills and strange oinments with a very disagreeable 
Gdor. And whenever she came around everybody near her was completely 
nauseated by the terrible foul air which accompanied her. 

"She got well after many months of illness. She was much 
thinner and her face held a ghostly pallor. 

"Then the wife sold the store.: And the strange woman was 
not to work there anymore because the children were afraid of her. 
So everyday shrimps were delivered to her at home. And she brought 
it back whemever she finished with them. But she still came once 
in awhile to get water. Pails of them. | 

wall, whine 

“fhe woman she was living with died. And she was left alone. 
some Prineds of hers took it to their care to see that this woman 
was given a home and care. She was sent to a state institution. 

She went there without knowing where she was going. ‘The friend told 
her that she was going to take her to visit some strange sight. She 
did not wish to go in the beginning. But by sheer force she was 

put into an automobile and taken there. And today she is in that 
place. ie are all(wondering whether she ha§ water there to play 

or not. She had been there for many many months now. What she is 
doing ,today, no one knows. Wo one goes to see her because she pro- 
bably would not like to see anyone. ‘Jithout doubt she #63 alone 
and apart from everyone there." 

Here is a story of the utmost strangeness. A story of passion 


and lusty love. A story that will challenge anyone's imagination. 
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A strange story of flaming ave Daring. Unafraid. 

With a Pandionere and piercing voice the old woman exposed 
this story of lustful lives and wasteful ways. she drew a picture 
of sinful prodigality and held it up as what happened to innocent 
Zirls of bygone days. And then in bare and rugged speech she talked 
about the bleak and miserables lives of the wantons. 

It is like a story of fiction--daring and vibrating. But it 
is of the utmost truth. 

fo really understand the live of this strange woman neue to 
gO back years and years, back to old China. iWany girls in those 
days suffered simply for the fact that they were girls. They were 
kidnapped and sold away to people who made use of them for the pur- 
pose of assignation. 

Many many girls ascribed their ruins to this sort of life. 

Now we oar not tell whether girls are still being sold and kidnapped 
forothis purpose or not. But we do know that the authorities are 
taking care that no such things will ever happend again. In time 
doubtless thés evil profession of selling and kidnapping girls will 
be asbolished. 

Keanwhile the story of this woman still lingered in our minds 
with a haunting memory. A story which we will remembers@ for many 
years. 

~O sgorrowly we will end this story hoping that no one else 
will have to suffer like this strange woman had suffered. And 
just because of 4 man. 

The man must be still alive today little knowing what a single 
night conld do to change the life of one into despair and utter 


hopelessness. 
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In 014 days the Chinese had no regular theater. Thea- 
trical entertainment took place on special occasions, such as 
a harvest festival, or the conferréng of a degree upon some 


great scholar. For these occasions an engacement was made 


for some troupe to appear in one of the gities such as Canton 


Gity. A stage had to be specially constructed, likewise the 
emall buildings for concessions. All these wore temporary. 
Nowadays there are permanent theater buildings based on the 
old moiels. These resemble the ball mrks in the United States. 
They are divided into three sections, the middle one of which 
has standing room only, and admits spectators free of charge. 
| The only Chinese theater in the United States is situa 
ted on Grant Avenue in San Francisco. Until three months ago 
there were two -- the other one being on Jackson Strect. The 
existing one is known by the name of Mandarin. The Mandarin 
was for a long time dark, but recently a group of players ar- 
rived from China and Chinese theatricals are again being given. 
It is a welleknown fact that a theater in San Francisco's China- 
town is usually a financial failure; but the promoters always 
hope for the best. The players work on a commission basis. 

The theater here is, of course, built in accordance with 


pegulations governing public buildings + thought being taken 


for safety in case of fire and so on. In spite of this, old- 
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ly. On Saturday evenings the performance frequently lasts 
unt41 one o'’elock. As children are admitted without a tick- 
- @&% when accompanied by parents, the place is frequently a 
bedlam - the youngsters running around, visiting neichbors, 
and exchanging sticks of wendy end other childish delights. 
The management seldom dares to complain, for Chinese parents 
are extwemely touchy, and will easily become wrathful if com- 
plained to with regard to the capers of their offspring. 

Many tourists visit the theater on Grant Avenue, and gape 
at the strange goings-on. Sometimes an undervorld character 
from the region of Eddy Strest or from the nearby North Beach 
drops in, with his moll. Also women of the night are seen 


there. Thus the visitor, say, from Iowa, has the satisfaction | 


of seeing something, some glimpse, of the San Francisco undex- 
world, while he looks at an Oriental spectacle. 

As for the plays themselves, these are all based on some 
historical event that took plece in China thousands of ya rs 
ago. There are practically no stage settings. You must use 
your imagination; and while you see only a chair and table on 
bare floor, you must imagine that you are in rw ality looking 
upon a strange wood in Kansu. Your imagination is assiated 
by a sien saying that tois is a wooded country; that is all. 
The pantomime of the playerd helps, of course. A character 
is supposed to be crossing a river; he makes motions as though 
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_ Wading in deep water; or else he simulates rowing a boat or 
paddling a canoe. Or perhaps a character is supposed to be 
entering a house; he bows his head a little and lifts one — 
foot from the floor. When he is supposed to be leaving the 
house, he again lifts his foot. The first character appear- 
ing on the stage explains what is coming by a song which he 
sings. Usually he sings in Mandarin, but sometimes in Canton~ 
ese. Without understanding this song it is very diffieult to 
follow the play. Often the player wears a mask, without utter~ 
ing a sound. He merely makes a few movements with his hands, 
and then retires. Q@fice on a stormy day the audience was very 
gmall and the actor was so surprised that he made a remark. 
This was hard by many people in the audience. After the 
shouting had subsided it was agreed to penalize the actor and 
the ¢ompany both. An 6xtra performance had to be given in 


order to placate the audience. 
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CHINESE STREET scEnmt, 


eee The strong smell of fish, roasting pork, tea, and other mixed odours 


hung in the hot sultry air of old Du Pont Street. 

a Old Chinamen sat in carved dragon chairs and meditated and mumbled 
to each other. Pouchy Chinese women wobbled in and out of dark musty 
_ doorways , their stumps echoing down the corridors. 


Sightseerers dodged around vegetable, fruit, duck and chicken crates 


piled high on the edge of the sidewalk. lverywhere were greasy sausages 


and herbs hung on endless strings. "How thrilling," some feminine 
voice would say "they say San Francisco Chinatown has a mysterious under- 
ground city, I'd just love to see it." 


The high melancholy notes of an Oriental instrument floated from an 
open window. Baby clothes hung on the fire escape and brilliant potted 
plants stood in rows on the window sills. 


A group of Chinese children: sat on the curb and chewed lichi nuts. 
A small fellow with gayly decorated pompon balls perched high on his 
bonnet, ran out into the slimy street to pick up a stray nut. His 
mother darted out, picked him up, wiped his face, arranged his colorful 
bonnet and toddled hff on her mutilated feet. 


Painted women in flashy clothes, some young, some not so young, some 
bright eyed, some dull eyed. Some despairing and some hopefull, all 


- hustled toward the night dives where they would make enough money to 


keep "my man" in luxury. 


One of these professional women, member of the oldest profession 
inthe world, slowly walked along the cluttered street. livery now and 
then she looked around as if in search.of something of someone. Presently 
she stopped and addressed a young girl who was interested in one of the 
window displays. 


"Would you please do me a favor" said the painted lady. "Yes, if f 
you will tell me what it is first." replied the young girl. The painted 
lady held out a cheap rosary and said "Take this up to the corner church ; 
and have it blessed. I willgive you two dollars, one for yourself and 
one for the Priest." ; 


"But Lady, I am not religious, and the Church is not far away 
Surely you could take it up there yourself." replied the young girl. 
"Please, little girl, take these beads and have them blessed, I don't 


care how you do it, but do it for me. I will meet you near Lee Sings 


o 25 


_,.) 


. toward the marble stand of holy water. Taking the beads she carefully 


joint, now hurry." 


The young girl held the crucifix tightly in her hand and darted 
in the direction of the church. She slowly walked up the steps, adit O , 
the=church. PS anaes was empty. She stood in “the silence of the @2)4: 
wondering what to do. Suddenly and in a determined manner she walked 


Beppe them three oe ger saying, "Bless you, your owner, and God help — 


: e cererutiy the erucifixwas wrapped in a small handkerchief and 
omen caeeetroct she ran in the direction of Lee pas joint. 
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"CHINESE STREET SCENE 


Bere: ae omieeeae eeendcd the hantburchier wet with holy water 
the strange woman. 


re Fy, did it my way" said the girl. "Goodbye Kid" said the professional 
ady as she disappeared into the darkness. 
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. fixed rate of rent 


,for the land was div 
erous "fields" and civen to the highest bidder. A spe- 


idea into nume 


cific day was fixed during the New Year holidays for 
this bidding, | All peasants who wanted a field to cule 
tivate for the current year had to go to the village 
hall in person and bid for it. Rents were usually paid 
in advance, If the peasant had no cash in hand, he 
borrowed it from some rich many and, of course, had to 
pay a high interest on ite 

This briefly was the general economic seteup une 
der which Chen was borne His grandparents had rented 
their land from the village commune. And it was due to 
this system of enslavement, so Chen eonteiia, that he 
and his ancestors were exploited and oppressed for so 
many generationse 

When European countries began exploiting China 
in the interests of their imperialistic progress it was 
the Province of Kwantung that first felt the impact of 
their expansion. In the wake of the imperialist invae 
sion, commercial capitalism developed very rapidly. 
Side by side with the old feudalistic commerce of the 
village, there thus emerged the small business class, 
resembling somewhat the burgesses of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth centuries in Europe. About five miles from 
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+ Hy “A native of hina, ho arrived bore os a chfid with hie father 
a and mother. He went to school until he was thirteen years of age, 


when he helped his father in a omill store in the Wiscsion District. 
After working there for five years, he obtained a better poritios in 
& large etore owned by a Chinamui, dealing in general merchondise. 


He received twenty+dollars a month salary for packing and wpacking 


goods. As things were very cheap at that time, he was able to save 
enough te go to China, He weat there to secure for hinself a wife. 
He did so end yeturned in eix mouths and went to work for the same 
employer with whom he woe employed before leaving for Ching. 

By this time his salary ws increased to thirty dollars per 
wenth, but he ssys thet hie femily increased Zaster then hic salary, 
and he continued trying te mike toth ends mect wider streous cone | 
aitions mtil his oldest daughter sorried a Chinese truck girdener 
at Rivon. ‘The remainder of his family of threes boys end three 
girls stoyed at howe, the older boys helping by doiag odd Jobe 
between achool hours and after school vik thas lightening the burden 
mtil the depression set in, just shen things seemed brightest. 

He told me his daughter vic wos married to the truck cordner 
was getting along well and offered to give him work, bet since he 
was not ateustomed to country life he did mot like to g there. Be 
said that ae long ae he hes been able bo & this fax through the hard 
te he will continue in Sen Fronciseo. 
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Mey Chan was bora in Quong Non, Chiha, shortly after she 
was born, her petty-bourgeoie parents were converted to the Christian 
faith. Moy Chon explained that the change of faith was probobly 
dee to the demands of the comercial world in which her father lived. 
Ber father we 4 werghant, and i¢ seome that he believed he gould 
sove easier in the realm of commerce if he were converted to Christian~ 
ity. 

At the age of eight, May Chon was sent to a Methodist echool. 
She remained there wstil she carried. During her eighteenth yosr, 

a merchant friend of her father was vielting in Qoong ton with his 
aon, Joho Yong, 4 carriage mes soon arranged for May Chan aud Joha 
Yong. ‘Though the two families professed the Christian foith, they 
etili elung to ancestor worship. Say Chon and Joha ong were mrried 
much againet on inner protest. tater Joh: tong confegged hia love 
for a girl Living in Averics. 

Seon after the marriage, May Chan and her husband and his father 
Left for America. They came directly to Son Prenciece where John 
Senkhete- ‘Yong's father controlled «a partnership in o small Inport 
business. 

Owing to May Chan's Christian training and education ond because 
she hed heard eo many exalted stories about America, she ws greatly 
enthralled over the ides of Living in A4mories, o Christian coutry. 
Her first two Fears wore filled with great Joy, although racial diese 
@rimination wes pomaling., Aled, she explained, the degradation that 
prevailed in Ghinatown caused her sone wonderment. Eowover, it wa 
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not until some years later that May Chan began to know the gap bee 
tween Christian theory and Christian practice. 

tn 1917, her first child was bom. A few maths later Joha 
Wong left to take port in the forld r. ‘This we the beginning of 
the groot struggle for Mey Ghax. Life was beginsing to tough her. 
fhe love of peste which she had received from Christion eduesters 
now became o burden. During the lact part of 1914, Mey Ghants 
father=in~lew died. Mey Shan eold the interest in bis business and 
withdrew inte o life of seclusion, se.iting her busbendst return from 
the war, | 

Ror husband returned im 19}9. Gaseed and badly wounded, he 
immediately wont te a hoapite: where he remined for over a hear. 
tn the weentime Moy Chan started to work in a private home ao that 
the money received from the business could be saved, Soon after her 
tmaband left the hoepital, ther bought a restaurant, Two years 
later, they went bankrupt. Noy Shan rotumed to her former exploy- 
wont, and her husbend become o cock in the eome restaurant which muy 
hed Just lost. 

the following yeor another child wie born. Way Chon we £11 for 
seny months, and during her iliness her husband developed tuberculosie 
and died, 

Sinee the death of hor husbond, May Chan hae worked constantly 
at one Job. Per eldest child hae left her and is now in Yew York City. 
the other child, » toy, Lives with her and attends school, 

Bey Chom hee leerned mach about Christian manners during her mag 
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"the father enne te revton fortyefive youre ego aban he wes 
fifteen yours old. Te Lenened Pagligh tn o mission school, then he 
woe later ordained mintater, te preached the gospel in fon Prancheco 
ama Toe angeles, fe eatablicied the fiyt$ Chinese dally nacespaper 
im fon Premeiedo. For sever] yours he toured the comtsy lecture 
fing on Chins, eponeored by the Ghoteurms. He me a trinen. shen 
he puseed eway three years igh be left = wonderful family behinds. 
oie, four doaghtera ond a aon. 

“he mother game to Amerien when che ma very youne, and she 
ene eduecte? fim the “Ieofon lore. the wis married in ten Prencises 
nad ifend on em very modest tneome of that time, Rewever, che mes 
@ thrifty housewife and memoged pall, Their home wo comfortable, 
ond their chdidren ware oll cared for. ‘they were wll trained 
eccoriing t) the American atendord. 

Aftes the earthquake of 1906, which destroyed their San Prancise 
on home, tho famtiy moved to Cakiand, where the mother still lives 
mow with her four daughters. Theix home is alwys open t their 
American frienés. Before the death of their father, thay entor- 
tained their inerican frtenda vost levidhly. 

he oldent denehter graduated from Oakland Bigh Sehool, want 
to gollece and speaielize’ in mete, the second daughter eridusted 
from high echool, treined in Mindergarten teaching, and has been 
teseting for over ten years under the Ouklond Board of Bdueation, 
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ened nn din is sow 6 gucrl.somretary of 
the T.%0.A, ‘The fourth daughter droduated: from WALLe QoLlege and 
ie now otuiying aeothetic deneing. the oan graduated from the Univers 
sity of Californie college of ol engineering, Te is now the 
hoad of te dmfting deparinent of the 4G, and &. Oomesayr 
Pranoace. To $2 purgted ani hoo hts om home end two Ghilaven, the 
four dcwghtern exo oll umerrtet. 

| through all this depression, ally Saae ta Neda Uk ‘teat He 
though: they have had to out down tn sany things. 
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My. kb. says there has been nothing eventful in hie life or 
hie facdig's Life to be of interest or helpful to ofthera; he ia 
Jest s merchant, 

Ke 1a, however, very entiuelastic about the life of a Chineue 
nerdhant in this countagy. 

fle started & ment end poultyy market for hieself fifteen: years 
ago after serving ov on apprwntice in another market, Me hed o fined 
desire to build patronage fer good goods ond ralee the preatign of 
the Chinces merchant in that line, shd@h ew euffeoriag from wajust 

With hie limited finance and credit, progress was very clow, 
and ty giving good velues aad accurate wolghte and mecgurcomte, 
profits wore emoli, but he fownd he wis @atablishing coufidenge. 

The fact inepired hia anees he commenced contacting business and 
profecetonal people, consulting them and making os moay frienis and 
wasiness comectionse as possible. Persons eontacted Ur L. foul 
themselves the reeipient of some colicsey of choice eut of weat 
oat ac a friendly goeture of good will from L's carzet. Shag 

he found a Peasénable form of advertising. 

People told their frieads; his trade increased, and he we soon 
able to cove to a more desizble location and put in wodern refrigerae 
tion and display @ases, tits businges hus show a atoxly inaroase, 
even during the depression, abd the fuith that he has fa Lie mothods. 


end the future of his Business ic show by the foct that be hae rue 


Gently opened a branch market wich is the show plsce of the central 
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district in which 1t ie loonted. 

iy. 1. coatvibutes te eivic and, wolifere vor and thinks that 
be hae not been henddeapped ty being of the Chinese race. tie 
says the Chinese wye of Living in China, their old traditions ond 
thoiy leek of initiative, ore rotanting thelr progress, but thay 
will got atarted. In the meontine, he prafere to be in bustasss 
here. 


le 


This is a coubination of blograply and « general disquasiou 
of the people whe wrk for a fricnd. I made several efforts before 
he gould Gonsent to discuss aytiing with me. Towever, be decided 
i had mothing to gait, and he opened up. 

He is a sun of approximately forty-five years of aga, large for 
a Chinanen, weighing about 160 pounds. % ate lunch together, and 
I have yot to see a larger eater «all American food. After cating, 
w@ talked for about two howrs, ond he continuslly ate mate and pled 
his teeth during that tine, | 

Ge da the third gon of « veryewelietoeds faniiy she live near 
Pelikineg. ‘thea he we eighteen yeare of ago, he was sent to thie 
Gowntey to findch hie education. He wie gruducted from Cornell with 
te Glace of 1912. Bo we foremost in a clase of 860, ta joring in 
Upon bie vetum to China, in 1913, be wont 
to work for the General Blestric Com any. Pe aarried, ond ty 1914, 
when he left, he hed one child, ond one om the wy. Be has not seen 
his wife singe he ieft. Yie boy, born after he left, da with hin 
now, fice haght seen the other child aiuce, To aende sonay for their 
eupport, bub Bae no denire to oee them, fe is sorried or ie Mving 
with a woman here who hus born his to ehildran. 

after he left China in 1914), be went to Buenas Aires where he 
@ot mized up with the lottery gus. Until the war gas over he 
ateyed there. He Gome to the Ualted States via Noxies in 192i, 
Bvidentally, he sold out his faterests down there when he ieft 
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‘becouse uconm bis return here he bought the controlling interest in 


the ook thi and the Pook Jong Companies, He hae gradually 
expended t411 tedey he and hie elen or Tone, control 411 thirteen 
lotteries in the fost Boy ares . Sech Company te eapitelised fre 

8BO00 to 812000. If « grown of persons should be fortunate enough 

to vin the amount of copitelisetion, o now company fe formed coverning 
it from a wilting list that hes never been covered a: yet. In 

recent years play hee been aml) ond winnings amller, consequently 


4t hap been several yoore singe o company vont broke. Towever, he 


tol4 me thet fn 1926, his [2000 Republic Company went broke, ree 


organised ond went broke again in six weeko. Por that six wooks 


(000% on their investment. Ne has in hie euploy 
esbout 150 chinamen. ‘ost of then are in gore kind of lecitinate 
business guch ae lownéries, ete. Yvidentally he pats then 4n business 
fuet te oe1] bie tiekete. fe intimted that o goed amount of the 
money of hie stoakholders wie on the poblic payroll. 

Ne hae no desire to go back te Shinn ond fally oxpeats to ond his 


 deye bore. Tn cowmenting on the Ghino«dar trouble, he io very rhilosophte 
 @ihe Fe sere. "Chine 11 one dop«sdapan bill ten Chinesse«oretty soon 


there will be no f chin 
wat deme not expect it. 


so left, He fovers the return of the Noncrely 
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Br, Yee came to Ameriaa sixteen years ago from Gontom, China. 

He graduated from Canton Ghristian Colleve and came over to aater 
Stenford University chere he got « vosition im fan Froneieds at 
the Bank eof America ae ler, on4 won later promote? to « cadhter 
cer of the Chinere department. 

Be favented heavily in Bonk of Amertos stodlr and made coney 
fost. when stock was at ite height, he s014 some of his shores 
and got married, Eo bought fine home, o gay ond entertained in 
a bie we. 

Then when the crash of 1920 eome, he lost everything exaepting 
hie Job, Me bought eteck on margin, consequently he won herd hit and 
ie st411 in « hole, and with o cut in ealory, they berely exist now. 

_&% the tee of hie crrival in Amerion, he we welletoedo. Hie 
wht, sho 49 « medics] doctor 4a China, supported him through college, 
Hie father we « minister of the gospel in Meson, in fairly confortable 
elroumstances. 


and many 


in apite of the depress, Mr, Tee 4oee not cont to go bacie te 
Shine, Te aoneiders himself better off here, aa long as he has o 
position. His wife is an Averican bors Chiness, and they feb) at home 


is Anerion and they intend to suke thoir permanent home here, were 


they een ednaste their children. 
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the father had guffikeat wealth to give hin an adequite 
ehumition tm the best sthools of Chinas | 

Subject we in bad health during hia youth but becuse on | 
apprenti¢e ia a theaghel counting house, He serried while he 
wot a ¢légk end moved to Mong Kong curing the forld Wor, wore an 
feprovesent im health slloeed him te take up fenoing and to further 
tis odwietion, Fe became taterosted in the dame aid Gavows his 
booune rather an export in the native culture. while in Boag mong 
he appesred tots as an asateur and prefeesionsl dugeer, portraying 
tho dynapty of the Cautcnese regtue. | 

Toliewing the wor, he toured parte of China, studying the 
ét@ferent cultures pertalniug to the dance. fide health further 
feproved and he became » promoter of dint 4 lmog Ja Centon as « 
“Ring Siow." Ag the wouter, he ale ws the win actor on the 
PALL, the feature of weigh wae a suord danve showing tha diaintegrae 
then of Gengis Fhen's forges ky the forges of the South, 

Meanwhile, he aonaged te etady the eraft of aotten wuring as 
at ie done ty the poor autives of Souther Usina. He maintained bie 
ows heme an Ghanghed, « ateff of historical dancers, ond evolved a 
wethed of showing ancient battles and home life through the medium 
of the dance. 

Fe entered the Uwited Stetes du i929, as a Vieiter end hee had 
hie leave extended indefinitely. 
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X. wis bom fin Kanohor, China, 4n 1667, where hte parente 
wore: enesged in « emell verchentive buciness,. They wore of moderate 
eireumten i chillis di dashes Sea licribeldipaions. 
Tis eae serried dm Chine dn 199. At the ane of teontythree yours, 
he migrated to fen Preneisan tn 1602 with hie wife. Me aame te 
thie comtrr to "get rich” tat hee not reemhed hie Mrmetel aoal 
ea yet. fe vedeed « ferdiv of efght childem, the first boing tera 
in 160%, 411 the ehflaren sere adeanted 4p fan Pronctaco echootes 
they follow Acordes: guetome to « certain extent, cleo, thay drocs 
in American whyloe, with the exoertion of the mothor, oho attll 
dresecs according to Chinese fashion. Sustome regarding the Chinese 
You Yoor are observed, bot they do not follow amy relicton. the 
meale nerved i9 the howe ore pteatleally entirely Chissse, with 
odenedonally an Amertann didh tn trodnsed. | 

the eldest son, bers in 119%, fo married and has three children, 
tro in High Sehool and one in Gromer School, He ta a chouffer ond 
ie owployed in Richmond whemwhie fmcily resides. Mis chiMiren, if 
anything, ore Glover to the American ides, bat there scone & be a 
laok of veligiome Inclination in the family. 

"he gegend gon, ofter comcleting bia eduction, which foclwied 
a gourse in business Goliece, wrt te Chins, chore he morried the 
dauthter of an @xqoutive tn s Giinese of] distriveiiag compen. 
ATtorentia, he entered the sever of this eoopemy and now holds a minor 
exewative position, Me mee cenit wasiness tripa to the United States 
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ineidently, studying operation and wales mthods, wme of ulich are 
adopted ty his coupany. bi | 
the thive ohild, o dahter $6 mr 


fod te on Inperter and at 
present reslies ta Canton. 

‘the balaage of the fondly Live at howe and aro expleyed in 
verlous ovtablighaints ia can Traneisce. 
the two elder brother of X, still maintsin the fanily business 
fn Fouche which io cuaprosimteig teoedamiped miles sorts of Contos. 

has fohlewed various Lincs of work while in this countsy, at 
one thw having the oo.tral of ea -layest of a1) Giinews help cor 
the St Yronele and Polage Botele. Ne was represeutativea in Ghinae 
town for the Great Waters Yower Conpauy, a wouber of the Chinese 
Yreo Hasons, ani ws aetively couceoted with organisations in this 
Cowmtry interested in raleing funds to finance the formtion for 
the Ghineseo Republic, At present he io an agent for teo gual) 
steauabiy lines aad the Greyhowl stages. 

Ye io planaing to retive in too oy Gurwe yours ead potars to 
hie astive lead. 
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~-«*Re was bor fn Laichau, da the provinee of Kuanged, sbout 

throes huadred niles southwest of Canton fa 1668, the third son of a 
fawhly of seven, four boys and three girle. The father we emplored 
ly the local goverment. te arrived in the United states ta 1%06, 
receiued in fan Francieco #411 1990, ehers he wes exployed os « 
@lork in o store. In 1890 he wnt to Los Aageles and opened o 

leundry in company with tuo cousins and the son of a fankly friend 
from China, Be remiued in business till 1902, when he sold bis 
interest ond wetumed to Son Prongisco. le was morried in Loo 

Angolee ia 1895, te om Aoericen born Chinese, he first chdld, a 
dwughter, wee Bora in 1497, the ecoond child, a son, was born in ove 
@ber, 1098, amd the third child, « son, wie born in 190. After 
his vetura to San Francisco, he woe employed at the Palace Motel 

for «bout one your, then moved to Gokland and went inte the Laundry 
business. He quit active tusiooe: about five yeore aco, turning 

his iaterest over to his youngest won, 

the children were edudated in Bakland echoole and sere boptised 

in the Spiseopal faith. fhe daughter ie murried to one of the portncrs 
in a Ghineue coat moriet dn Oakland, ond sho hae two children 
attending school in Oakland, they have also adopted the Christian 
religion. Tw gidect gon in alec murried, and he hos tec sons attending 
school. He ie am business with bis brother-inelaw. The youngest gon 
ie womrried. He is not omiting enough soney to support o wife and family, 
He ond hie father Live with the older brother. 


ae si wha id 


i 
} 


net , eas xi we, 


‘ Ce ant FA ; ' . ‘ 4 
’ a i, 
h ts ‘ 
f 4 Ay hi Ate Re aN r i ey , 
' Pd 
r f 5 7 ay 1 
j iN; RE 3 f 
; 
‘ as a 4 } 
) it ae 
. ' i oe ! iv 
f ie 4 i - - " \ ' 4 wt 
. Me ithe aiintad 
N / be veul ; : ; 
; 4 - + 1 wa | Oo 5 


BP os 


wR wt 


ode 


Thies individual eas bora in Oakland, Onlifernin, ia 1900, the 
oldest of a famhly of three boys. Thebr father and other were beth 
born in Ghina, the father in 1695. One ahtld was born in 1694, and 
d$ed three conths after birth. The futher came \ Aworios in 1695 
ak im 1290, the uother arrived. 

Tn 1900, the fivet wou woo Worn, the second in January, 1902, 
and the third in Boveuher, 1903. whe three boys were edussted in 
Oollend wheels, end efter thay wore through, they world on various 
Jobe until 1927 when Uwe oldest ws married to an Averican born 
gatnees geri. They wore morried G on Dpiegopalian Minister, 
ana the teo children at their birth wore baptised. Ghortly before 
his eareings, he established @ soall dry goods ond notion store. — 
Hie sleo does some telloring eto. aid ic still operating. 

the second sen wae employed on various Jobe ond married in 1928, 
Hic family gonsiste of tao children, one bey and one cirl. ‘they 
wore also married ty «o minister avi their childven boptired. 

fhe youngest brother iv single, lives aul worke in Saeronento. 

Wot mugh data is available as to vooation of father in China, 
bot after hic arrival here, he worked for a General Morchandlce 
store gor about ten years, durlag which tiee he purchased on interest 
dn gape, end subsequently, at the death of his partner he became the 
sole omer of it. the youmgest son ds expected to come dom from 
Sogramento to help hia father after the firet of the year. 

The famliy life before the mrriage of the two sons wis just 
ordinary. She change fn roligion of the to sons occurred shortly 
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He was born in China in L{72, arrived in the United States 
in 1695, stayed in Som Francisco tili after the Chinese Now Tear 
in 1896, then went to New York. Hie relatives then had » butcher 
shop on Moth Street in lew York Chinatown where he worked witil 
1902, when he returned to Son Pronciego. fe secured a position 
in a butcher ghop im fen Froneiseo and fa 1905 he was married. Te 
hae three sone oll born in Son Fronciaeo, the oldest in Jonuazy, 
1905, the second, September, 1906, the third in February, 1905, 
they @ere all eduested in San Francisco schools. 

Hig father has not sorked for ix years beeause of arthritis. 

The oldest son is murried and hae tw infant children. fe 
fe employed ae @ foreman in a factory in Chinatown, manufactaring 
ladies waar, | 

The two younger brothers are exployed in the sume foctry os 
gutters. 

The entire group ic living in a2 house on Wentworth Street, 
formerly used for immoral parpouss in Sen Frandisao. 

The family life iv of the ordinary wrkriug clogs of Chinese, 
nothing of an unueusl cherocter being evident. 

The father hopes some day to return to Ghina, taking hia wife 
who hae never been there with hin. 

The oldest son's two children were baptised in the Chinese 
Mission on Clay Street, «lthough the father deem't think much of 
religion. His wife, who aleo embraced the Christian religion, 
takes caro of the religious ead of things. 
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i. 


Is‘erviewed young lady of seventeen years old. 

Her grondfather game to the United States in 1266 and had been 
married shortiy before. He secured employment in Son Francesco 
with an wiele who had « store. On the death of the uncle, he 
aeoured management of the business which was destroyed during the 
quake of 1906, He reestabliched his business after the quake and 
continued to operate it witli five years ago when he disposed of 
At and returned te China. 

fer father wie the second eon of a fawhly of six ehildren 
who were all bora in don Prancieo and eduested there. the nother 
waa aleo born in San Preneieco, Her father ia at present one 
ploged in o de goods atore im Oakland. fe haa been with thie 
game fire for eix years. Tho fomily consists of four childrea, 
two boye ond two girle, oll atteading school in Ootdend. 

The fondly ali drese as typical Amerieane. They do not follow 
any hrfethen faith, ; 

Te éepreseion hos affected the family somewhat, curtalling 
their Living expenses, clothes, ete. ‘the howe te furnished rather 
Plainly, wut 1¢ seems rothe? better than quite o few others I have 

visited, 

the oldest mele io in business in Salinas. Ye ie mrried and 
hee five ehildren. the has only visited bim twice, and could not 
or would sot give ony informetion recarding hie fondly. 
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% arrived in the United States in 1685 at the age of teen ty~ 
three. He ws morried im Chine at the age of tweutysone, Po left 

hie wife ame son with relatives there. Be wc ex~ployed in a 

g | General Nershandise store in Chins, On arriving here, be sodured 

| | empleymen’ doing hovseccrk for 2 fom Prenciowe fombly. In 1690 

he sent for his family, est«blished a howe on Cloy Street vhere 
four more children vere born, teo beys and teo girls. ‘the family 
was edugeted in San Francisco gubsois, and ehile living according 
to Chinese customs, the children gradually drew away as they 
eves older, X left China principally because hic tuo elder brothers 
had come here previously and seemed to be fairiy prosperous, and 
he had visions of doing the sam. | 

The elder son of thie femily is at present in New fork, 
torried, and has a family of cix ehildren. fe ia in partasrehip 
with two cousins in the imorting business, dealing principally in 
Chinese art qoods ond weering apparel. From information secured 
frow the youngest brother, he is raleing his family ae « typiesal 
smerieen femiiy ia raieod, they alee have exbraced the Christian 
religion. ‘he eldest son fe attending college fa the “eet, study~ 
ing to be a doctor, 
The sosond son is in Son Pronoieco, employed in a tore tn 

Chinato. Ee 4s not married and doen not intend to marry. Living 
with hie younger brother, who is married and has two children of 
school age, he is very hap. Their residence is in one of the 
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formerly very popular houses, in the wideeopen days of the 
Barbary Coast. the rooms are fumished vory barelys=all american 
made furniture, und do not indicate much prosperity, however, the 
favily seeme wellefed and welledreseed, ‘the oldest child, o son 
is at prowent dn Bigh Sehool and intends to enter the Usiverod ty 
of Galiformfa Medical School in June 1936. a interesting point 
ragarting Z, ie that he, in company with oleves others, organised 
and operated the firut Chinese lottery to opes up after the earth. 
quake and fire of 1906. file monthly share of the profits of this 
venture averaged §350 per month over a perked of tw goars, hea 
he disposed of his interest and returned to China ia 1908, roe 
maining there for « year thea returcing to this cowatzy. He died 
in fon Franciseo in May 1994, at the age of seveaty+theoo, 
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MEDICAL RELEASE FORM 


tly ; hereby give 
Patient's name 


permission to Dr. to release 
Patient's doctor 


information about my recent medical visit to the Brandeis 


Health Project. 


Witness Patient 
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